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SAMAVEDA MURTHI
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Samaveda Murthi is said to be horse-faced, shining like blue lotus and holding

Akshamala (rosary of beads) in right hand and conch in left hand.

3 TH: GTHA
Om Namah Samavedaya

Om, Obeisance to Sama Veda

o ¢ =
HTHSITASTAT U] grq: sheef[Hg PelH |

[ =~
T ITgIwad dva ATHAZHGI0EH |

| prostrate to Samaveda, the great ocean with web of Samas as water,

chandas (metric systems) as waves and tantras as crocodiles.
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1. DIVISION OF VEDAS IN SRIMAD BHAGAVATHAM

Sastras declare that the main characteristic of Veda is its non-human 31"?"5“"[ (Apourusheyam)
authorship. Anything created by humans is Pourusheyam; a thing not created by humans is
Apourusheyam. Veda has been the life-breath of Bhagavan eternally from beginningless time from

Kalpa to Kalpa. (Kalpa is one day of Brahma).

Rishis ‘saw’ Veda mantras with their power of Tapas. If they had authored those mantras, would
they not have been called Mantrakartas (creator of mantras). But Rishis have been traditionally
called Mantradrashtas (seers of mantras). They saw the mantras with their Tapas and Bhagavan’s
grace. It is said ﬁﬁ Wﬁ H4Y: - ‘Seers see Veda'. In the beginning people possessed the
mighty power of yoga and subtle intellect. Hence everyone studied many ‘sakhas’ (branches) of
Veda. Many rare insights spontaneously occurred to them. With change of yugas and their distinct
characteristics, the divine powers of men started to decline in later times. The Tamil poet
Nachchinarkkiniyar refers to this decline in the power of the intellect by referring to them as ‘Men

whose life is short, who suffer from many diseases and whose intellect is puny’.

Srimad Bhagavtham describes the state of people in Kaliyuga.

IRV SACAYY: G A I S |
Hql: GHCHTA: A-GHTAT glagdT @ |1 (1:1:10)

“People are generally of short life, puny intellect and frail destiny”. Even as Kaliyuga began (some
5114 years ago), there was decline with time of memory, lifespan, health, power of intellect and

physical strength.

gHTIY S, e g T |
FEAUI AT JEN feamHEgeh |1 (1.4.18)

“Sage Veda Vyasa, whose vision is unfailing, saw in his divine perception the (future) unfortunate
people and pondered over what is good for people of all varnas.” When Bhagavan decided to
rescue people somehow with his grace, he motivated his partial Avatara, Krishna Dvaipayana

(also known as Badarayana and Veda Vyasa) to divide the endless Vedas into four.
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“HAdl é éa’r Vedas are endless. Maharishi Krishna, born in an island, came to be known as
Krishna Dvaipayana (Dvipa means island). When he performed Tapas under a Badari (jujube)
tree in Badarikasramam, he was called Badarayana. As he divided Vedas into four, he became
known as Veda Vyasa (Vyasam is classifying). He was partial Avatara of Bhagavan and hence he
had the capacity to absorb all of Vedas, though he was born towards close of Dvaparayuga. As
per Bhagavan’s command, he protected Vedas, which were in the form of one assemblage of

sounds, by dividing them into four main groups and further many Sakhas.

Brihadaranyaka Upanishad mentions the following to convey that Veda is the life-breath of

Bhagavan.

3T Hegdl oo fafdd Taq aq
A TG ATHAGI ST
fergm: gt foen 3ufive: st |-

Sri Vidyaranya Swamiji, who has written commentary on all four Vedas, has also said at the

beginning in his obeisance to Guru, Guru Vandana, ‘g frgfad aﬂT “One, whose life-
breath is Vedas”. That Bhagavan Vyasa divided Vedas into four is mentioned in Srimad

Bhagavatham and Vishnu Puranam.

Srimad Bhagavatham:

ATgar UG Tl e Afgewy |
G ITHIA AgH agaeH || 2R

“Veda Vyasa divided Veda into four parts in order to expand and spread yagnas among people,
as he felt that the ‘Chaturhotra’ (yagna) karma laid down in Veda purifies the hearts of people.”
(1:4:19)

FA: AT JEIgcar 3gaT: |
SR o Je=ml 9g SAd || R0

“Rig, Yajur, Sama and Atharva were the four Vedas culled by Veda Vyasa. Itihasa and Purana are
said to be the fifth Veda.” (1:4:20)

asnﬁa%m O g S s |
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“Paila was his disciple who was selected for Rig Veda; the wise Jaimini for Sama Veda;

Vaisampayana for Yajur Veda.” (1:4:21)
AT cgH~<green g : |
sfogragTomT fUar @ Aweso: 11 R

“Sumantu Muni, son of Daruna, became proficient in Atharva Veda. Itihasa and Purana fell to the

lot of Romaharshana, my father.” (1:4:22)
q T Rl d8 W& & IS |
s yREeesagRd iaisyad || 3

“The above mentioned Rishis subdivided their Veda further into many branches. Vedas developed
many branches (Sakhas) thus through the guru-sishya parampara (lineage of the gurus and their
disciples). (1:4:23)

q T a1 gHAgRA gEsdeT |

U4 IR WEH E: FAvEeEe: 1| ¥

“Vyasa, with compassion towards men of declining understanding and memory, divided Vedas

thus so that those whose memory is poor, could retain Vedas.” (1:4:24)

The above facts are reiterated in the following later verses by Suta Muni to Maharshi Sounaka.

IR HeaacamTeeharal fay: |
ST HETHIT: A =5k agiaed || ¥

“O Fortunate Muni, Bhagavan came down in his partial Avatara as Vyasa, son of Parasara Rishi
and Satyavathi and divided Veda into four.” (12:6:49)

TS AT TR ged aem: |
Iq9: Higdiger AHONT 3 || Yo

“Like grouping of gems of same type, he separated Rig, Atharva, Yajur and Sama Vedas and
made them into four Samhitas.” (12:6:50)

T | =g Reaquea wemid: |
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Ucheh! Higdl SEEhhed gat fasg: 11 4
“The mighty Vyasa called four disciples and handed over one Samhita each to them.” (12:6:51)

eI GiEdTHTe Seg=redrgdrd g |
IIRAETTE e Iy 1 UR

“He taught the first Samhita called ‘Bahvrich’ or ‘Rik’ to Paila and ‘Nigada’ or ‘Yajur’ Sambhita to

Vaisampayana.” (12:6:52).

AT ST U1 qe Sgrmeigary |

AL 10 TR gH=<ad || u3

“‘He taught the ‘Chandoga’ or ‘Sama’ Samhita to Jaimini and “Atharva Angirasa” Samhita to his
disciple Sumantu.” (12:6:53)

“Samhita” can be interpreted as selected and cumulated mantras.
In the context of the greatness and details of Samaveda including its Sakhas, Braahmanas and

Upanishads, let us now look at the following verses from Srimad Bhagavatham.

I T gHegea g |

gred acgawwﬁaw ITE fgarg |1 ol

“Jaimini, who received Sama Veda from Vyasa, had a son called Sumanthu Muni, whose own son

was Sunvan. Jaimini taught them a Samhita each.” (12:6:75)

gt =y afess: amagaideH |
: 2 : N o
FEadieaIyg =sh AT aal fgot: 1| 0§,
“Sukarma, a disciple of Jaimini, made a thousand different Samhitas of Samaveda, like branches
of a mighty tree.” (12:6:76)

Ty FEe: WHW: |

=it SRqe= el SEoad: 1| W

“Sukarma’s disciples Hiranyanabha of Kosaladesa, Poushyanji and Aavantya, the best among

knowers of Brahman received the above Sakhas.” (12:6:77)

IETeAT: AT R ST gseEar o |

Page 7 of 64



ISTesITa-cI Ay qig U= J=eqd 11 ¢

“Poshyanji and Aavantya had five hundred disciples each from the north. They are also called

Samavedis of the east. They studied a Samhita each.” (12:6:78)

ANTfamTETT: Ford: FHte: Flera= |

Ty Sg: Gigdred 3d AaH (1 6]

“Poushyanji had more disciples- Lougakshi, Maangali, Kulya, Kusida and Kukshi. They also

studied a hundred Samhitas each.” (12:6:79)

Fal feroae sgfasfaargan: |
e 3 TR AW ATET HAH_ || Co

“Krita, the disciple of Hiranyanabha, taught twentyfour Samhitas to his own disciples. Aavantya,

the self-controlled Rishi, taught the remaining Samhitas to his own disciples. Samaveda was

expanded in this manner.” (12:6:80)
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2. DIVISION OF VEDAS IN SRI VISHNU PURANAM

Sri Vishnu Puranam by Parasara Maharshi
The above rare secrets relating to Veda can also be noted in Sri Vishnu Puranam.
Sri Vishnu Puranam, 3" Section, 4™ Chapter:

NN N N D 2 N
STRIUT =fedl SATal dgrodeg J=shH |
SRRNEIE S IR GRIC I UIC MG

“Prodded by Brahma, Vyasa commenced dividing Vedas and selected four disciples to receive the

instruction.”
HIGUTISeHh Ul ST | HTETgH: |
IR Id6e 9T || ¢

“That great sage handed over Rigveda to Paila and Yajurveda to the disciple called

Vaisampayana.”
ST Tees addanddgien |
gurgeasd Reaisygeeaeey dima: 11 ]

“‘Jaimini was the disciple chosen by the wise Veda Vyasa for Samaveda and Sumantu for

Atharvaveda.”
THEYUHMEH Helfg TemgH: |
gd sg s @ sfagmgaor: 1| o

“The sage handed over Itihasas and Puranas to his disciple Romaharshana of great intelligence.”

Teh STHENdGEd agdl STehedad |
x o~ N
TR AT EHEN IHATRU |1 22

“He created four sections of one mass of what was known as Yajurveda. He ordained four

sections of rituals in the course of performance of yagna.”

JMeaRia AGHE] A/AYEE a1 g |
A AmivYF Falcd ATFEnT: || LR
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“The sage got the performance of Adhvaryu part done with Yajur mantras; Hotra part with Rik
mantras; Audgatram (part played by Udgatha) with Sama mantras; Brahma part with Atharva

mantras.”

JaEE 9 3¢Yc G Fadg: |
IS T AS[dg ATHAE o WE: || ¢3

“‘He collected the Rik mantras into Rigveda; Yajur mantras into Yajurveda; Sama mantras into

Samaveda.”

TR A1daed TAHRANT o JY: |

HSma'_mg _jlo" ~«+Ed§ M "WmpAW{V: && 14

“O Maitreya, he got all karmas of kings done with Atharvaveda through Brahma.”

Sri Vishnu Puranam, 3" Section, 6™ Chapter:

In this chapter Sri Parasara Maharshi enlightened Maitreya on the details of Sakhas.

AT CAUISITET SATENTSIe SAHHE: |
U I T favig oo a9 11 ¢

‘O Maitreya, Listen from me how the Sakhas (branches) of the tree of Samaveda came into being

at the hands of Jaimini, disciple of Vyasa.”

GHETE GAISYHHH AT |
el <iohehl |fedl O HEMWA 11 R

“‘Jaimini’s son was Sumanthu and Sukarma was Sumanthu’s son. These two greatly intelligent

disciples studied one Samhita each (of Samaveda from Jaimini).”

Tgadigarig gl dogasad: |

IR d 9 dessl e weedatll 3

“Sukarma, the son of Sumanthu, divided Samaveda further into a thousand Samhitas, which were

received by his two highly disciplined disciples.”

feoamT: e Nivtssy fgsiam |
AT TRTSreded qoomrd &yan: 11 ¥
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‘O best among brahmanas, those two disciples were Hiranyanabha of Kosaladesa and
Poushpinja. Five hundred disciples of the latter are said to be ‘Udichya Samagas’ (the northern

Samavedis).”

I cE T Afgsan: |
RS === qfvsd: ST=aam 1 4

“The best brahmanas, who received Samhita instruction from Hiranyanabha, are known by the

scholars as ‘Praachya Samagas’ (the eastern Samavedis).”
Arpreiafda wefiarrgioradn |
iSRG awE ed Sgelhar: || &

“The disciples of Poushpinja, viz. Lokakshi, Noudhami, Kaksheevan and Laangali, further

expanded the various sections of Samaveda.”

oIS SgfaTiaetdr: |
I HicHHE Ry weE: 11 v
“The disciple of Hiranyanabha, known as Kriti, who was a great sage, taught twentyfour Samhitas

to his disciples.”

ATy wHeGISH! AETTsgeTRd: ||

“This Samaveda was further expanded into several Sakhas by them also.”

The congruence of the verses of Srimad Bhagavatham and Sri Vishnu Puranam may be noted.
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3. BRANCHES (SAKHAS) OF SAMAVEDA

Samaveda grew nearly into a thousand Sakhas as it developed in the tradition of the lineage of

disciples, as seen from the verses of the Puranas.
HETHTSIRR: TEasMTi=gh

THIAHETYITET: Tgeacd! HTag:
TSI STEgead Aa9nsgaun d¢: 3fd |

“‘Mahabhashyakara (Patanjali) also says in his ‘Paspasaanhi Kaadikaranam’ that Samaveda has a

thousand branches. He adds that Yajurveda has a hundred Sakhas, Rigveda, twentyone and
Atharvaveda, nine.”

Similarly Sri Mahidasa in his work ‘Charanavyuham’, which explains Vedas in detail, says in the
3" Khanda:

ATeeE fohet Tgavel wald ||
TSRS LT T STAShaasiUTTHEdT:

AN

“‘Samaveda had a thousand Sakhas. Of them, some were destroyed by Indra’s Vajrayudha, as

they were studied in ‘Anadhyayana’ period (period in which study of Vedas is prohibited in
Sastras). We shall now explain the remaining Sakhas.” He lists the following Sakhas in groups of

seven and nine as available:

1. Raanaayaniyam 1. Raanaayaniyam
2. Chatyamugram 2. Chatyayaniyam
3. Kaaleyam 3. Chatyamugram
4. Mahakaaleyam 4. Kalvalam

5. Laangalaayanam 5. Mahakalvalam

6. Saardulam 6. Laangalam

7. Kouthumam 7. Kouthamiyam

8. Kouthumiyam

9. Jaiminiyam
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At the present time there are only three Sakhas, which are being practised and taught in our
country. They are Kouthuma, Raanaayaniya and Jaiminiya (or Talavkaara) Sakhas. In Tamilnadu
it is only Kouthuma Sakha that is widely prevalent.

The following thirteen Rishis have been listed as Acharya Mahapurushas of this Sakha in the book

‘Charanavyuha Parisishtam’:

1. Raanayani 2. Saatyamugri
3. Durvasa 4. Baaguri

5. Gourundi 6. Goulgulavi

7. Oupamanyava 8. Taaraala

9. Gaargisaavarni 10. Vaarshaganya
11. Kuthumi 12. Saalihotra

13. Jaimini
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4. SAMAVEDA IN THE HYMNS OF THE FOUR NAAYANMAARS

Glorious references to Samaveda and Lord Siva’s special love for that Veda are to be found in

many hymns sung by the four great Naayanmaars. A brief list of such hymns is as under.

Kshetra Pan (or raga) Serial number
Tiruvalivalam Palandakkaraga 537, 538
Tiruvaalgoliputhur Piyandaigaandhara 1017
Tiruvidaimarudur Gaandhaara 601, 1002, 71, 202

Panchama 594, 646, 270, 317, 447,
625, 666, 749, 33, 502, 629

Tirubrahmapuram

Tirunallaru Takkesi 688
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5. GREATNESS OF SAMAVEDA IN CLASSICAL LITERATURE

The greatness of Samaveda is brought out extensively in all Vedas, Itihasas and Puranas and

Sangitha Sastras. Let us look at some of these references.

Rig Veda

G FHEE HH

SAfgTET | TSEEET:
ESRIRE TP

3T IEITETH 4

A = AYH AU |
3gTAd S | T

SAYS 39 gay 4ty

Il SIATR qg=: HEd=

I TR g | af
PREILEEREC I

3Fei= Teh Alg WA Heeld
ST =egad.
ejeipricE

Udlfroirg TAa™ g g Tl
T T T fomRd e ged |
e FUITcATH fod e

Ul 9f: Hieg fo-aaes!
%’Nﬁf: iRl 31%?@ |
T ATTHFRITE ||

39 Iq ek a9 YT
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ER RS IS LS aOII:

TREYfd finfid sTehmeRu
g APA arRy_ ||
TR | A= I
I qq g T |
~ N NS N~
HT odHMHIad Td9dl ®lq
JEEId I HHIEg: ||
HETURT Hed T&ey ||

HIIET 3T HGE 96 AHTHASEqeuiaa
T I TEad diHdr AeAtgad ||

Krishna Yajurveda

TAENTTRIG TRac AT |
TR 91 3T Aleh: ||
TGl gidfSqamed |
STHCSIHITEG 3fer=mToT
IT=aiel 3 Sy |
ITANE T FiarsaaTem |
AT IMi=d I |
TisEl Il Yeal Wred |

d IR RATEaRId |
dgRad e IR~ Fcad_ |
puckcnEiciks il
e Toh Al
AT | ||
S AT US: | AISHET ||

SIqEadte | SIqueie=a ||
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TY-EIY ut; | Iudia gUd |

AN I | Iy Ul |

fastaifa |

gaoTisté e fog R TR |

Y e N
dHEATH HTcHT HH | d-dMeed Jdad |

TR veft I = |
Bealid ST |

AT JEaIdTS—aaid STHae g |

I g aHeael F |9e ||

cadrhl & 9 |

A THERI 84 |
TG SITETUTHT S

AR 3 T faen Taam: ueen

TRU RIS TRE-aTgra=H

TN ATHGIHTEA T ETH

T oTIeh! J&d ||
q 12

Atharva Veda

J&d: IR AT

T I AT
IS[eed 39

ST SCTETT =l el
e | gty Gl
RN

ssu=iiR ud fefaean fefafya:

F T S H AT I AN T
Jauy T am Hafd aud og

d 9. 442

d 9. 6.6.9

d 9. 6629
d 9. 75.6.

a 1.1, 3.50
q a1, 350

d 9.9l 1.100

8.9.4

9.6.2

11.3.15

11.7.24

15.6.9
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Sukla Yajurveda Kaanva Samhita

SRS GehTaE T ||
e AT B I IR
T IO =e]: g, .. 36.1.1

Itihasas
In Srimad Valmiki Ramayanam the method of chanting the verses is mentioned as being in
accordance with Samaveda. It is stated in Bala Kandam in 4™ Sarga:

e THTEAV] e AR wgd 7
ISl T = WK SHOEA Ty |
STfafer: wafielyg defiaeaaf=ag 1| 8

@ TMegedcas! HosAedehiioa! |
WAL TEYE TReaifad Sl || 10

“Those two brothers Lava and Kusa, endowed with pleasing voice, whose appearance was like
Gandharvas’, knew the principles of Gaandharva Veda (Music) and were experts in the technique
of producing sound from various sources (heart, throat and head) and stopping the sound as
required while singing. While chanting and singing the entire Ramayanam epic, including the great
story of Sita, they stuck to the the three Pramanas (speeds- fast, middle and slow) and the seven
basic svaras (Shadja etc.) as if to the hum of strings in the Veena to proper svara and tala.”
Further in Kishkindha Kandam, Rama spoke to Lakshmana in praise of Hanuman:

ARG TR TRIGHTHUT: |
AETHeGgY: eRHe THINGH |

“It is not possible for one, who has not mastered Rig Veda, Yajur Veda and Sama Veda, to speak

so well in this manner.” (3:29)

In Sri Mahabharatam in Adi Parva it is stated: {'IIHSIC\%T SICQHIH\

“Of all Vedas, Sama Veda is the most important.” (14:3:17)

Bhagavan Krishna says in Srimad Bhagavad Gita SIC'\HE HIHalti\lSﬁi[ (10.22)

‘I am Sama Veda among Vedas.” (10:22)
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In Sri Vishnu Sahasranamam, while commenting on @M T wW

Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavatpada says:
e FETETd: forfsr: qmfsr: amd: wqa sfa Bam )

“Sri Mahavishnu, who is Parameswara, is praised by those, who sing Samaveda, through three

Samas called Devavrata.” Devavrata refers to three Samas 37T dlg found in Aaranya Ganam

in Vrataparva in Samaveda.

There are Rishis, Chandas and Devata for the three Samas as under:

3N ¥ HY: TIFY Seq: &gl gadl ||

fodca H: 3yY B3, $5 Tqleadl

These three Samas are sung in Sri Rudram in Samaveda, as mentioned in Samavidhana

Braahmanam as under:

o~

SIS gl TSR

SIEAT =T gAmEfadar TeeH gy onfd 1|

Raghuvamsam
Kalidasa mentions in Raghuvamsam, 16" Sarga, 3™ verse that elephants appeared from

Samaveda.

TSNS F q91 GHYGHIIRAET |
guigumIie FmEREIsEe foseem a9 1|

“The lineage of Rama, the aspect of Mahavishnu, which never deviated from the path of charity,
expanded with eightfold progeny, just as the heavenly elephants, which never refrained from
exuding the rut juice, were born of Samaveda.”

Sri Vishnu Puranam mentions the names of the eight children born of the Sri Rama and his
brothers.

AfGGEERion o Foaal gl Tll, AEHUEATgeagohd, d&gshall  WIdE
YATEREA! T
SISO 4.104
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Sri Rama’s children Lava and kusa

Sri Lakshmana’s children Angada and Chandraketu
Sri Bharata’s children Daksha and Pushkala
Sri Satrughna’s children Subahu and Surasena

While explaining the term F’I’qzhﬁ Sri Mallinatha quotes from Sri Balakaapyar's Gajasastram.

AU HUTHg, HHTT I
FEATHT ITOTRIY SHETHTE ||
TRIA! SEvRaEHTcag cagHag

“‘Brahma, while bringing together the two sections of Surya, which were like a bowl, sang seven
Sama ganas. From those ganas of Brahma, the eight elephants at the eight quarters appeared.”
The eight elephants are: 1. Airavata, 2. Pundarika, 3. Vamana, 4. Kumuda, 5. Anjana, 6.
Pushpadanta, 7. Saarvabhouma and 8. Supratika.

Kalidasa says that like these eight elephants which were born of Samaveda, eight children were
born of Sri Rama and his brothers. That Gajachikitsa was taught by Sri Balakaapyar to his disciple

Lomapada is mentioned in Agni Puranam in chapter 277.

Sampradaya (Classical) Music

Sri Tyagabrahmam, one of the Trinity of Carnatic classical music, sings in his kirtana ‘Sobillu
saptaswara’ set to Jaganmohini raga, in the charanam

‘Daruk Samadulalao

Vara Gayatri hridayamura

Sira Busira Manasamuna’.

Similarly in his kriti ‘Ragatanumanisam Sankaram’ set to Siddharanjani raga, in the Anupallavi, he

sings ‘Modakara Nigamottama Samaveda saram’.

Tiruppandurutti Sri Narayana Tirtha also in his ‘Sri Krishnalila Tarangini’, in the kirtana STSTY

{-OIII(J\-H\ vidsld ‘Jayajaya Swamin Jayajaya’ dedicated to Mahaganapati, set to Mohana raga in
Adi tala, sings:

et it ATTuIER

FHEGHTHIY YT

o o
AEAAQTHRIA Acepld =g
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et HeheATaI

Here he mentions ‘Samavedagita Sakaladhara’.

Similarly he sings in the kirtana f’\ﬁldﬂi'\-lvl*l HUs1 Yldd  ‘Sritamunijana mandala pavana’
dedicated to Sri Garuda, set to Mukhari raga and Ata tala:

I TaftR Tugweant
TATHTRIE BN Je9TX

Here he mentions ‘Samavisadam’ .

Sri Muthuswamy Dikshitar and Sri Syama Sastrigal also in their kirtanas are happy to refer to
‘Samaveda gita’. Sri Syama Sastrigal refers to Sri Minakshi as ‘Samagana Vinodini’.

Similarly Alwars, Naayanmaars and many Siddhapurushas are seen to sing in praise of Bhagavan
in association with Samaveda.

Sri Appar Swamigal, devotee of Paramasiva, while singing in praise of Sri Netrarpaneswara (Sri
Vizhinathar) of Tiruvizhimazhalai in Thanjavur district, says: ‘sandoha Samam odum
Tiruvizhimazhalaiyane’ and thus refers to Parameswara as singer of Samaveda.

Naayanmaars sing in praise of Samaveda in many kshetras: ‘Gitam kettan Kudamookkile’'.

Alwars sing in praise of Bhagavan Vishnu saying ‘Samaveda gitanaya Chakrapani yallaye’.

Sri Lalita Sahasranamam

One of the names for Archana in Sri Lalita Sahasranamam is ST SR ;. Sri Siva
Ashtottaram has a name TSI TH: . We can note in many places the affinity of all Devatas

with Samaveda.

Further one can see the greatness of Samaveda in the works:

‘Vedagoshti Vicharam’ and ‘Samaswara Vimarsam by Mamahopadhyaya Brahmasri Mannargudi
Raju Sastrigal of the lineage of Srimad Appayya Dikshitar;

‘Samaveda Svaramatradi Tatvavilasam’ by Mahamahopadhyaya Tiruvisanallur Brahmasri
Ramasubba Sastrigal.
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Sri Skaanda Puranam contains Sri Sivashtottaram, for which Sri Nilakantha Dikshitar has written a

commentary called ‘Sivatatvarahasyam’. The 42" name in that Stotram is ;. The

commentary for this name has been given as

arfifafasy: deremeaTg agisiy am, afdm gaad: ||

gEie WA 9§ & 0 dg WIg 3k
freitfaem ||

gfafrgnfef  @mee
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6. CHARACTERISTICS OF SAMAVEDA (SAMA SVARUPA)

&Y HUT:
‘Sama’ means making the mind full of peace and happiness. Guidelines on statesmanship

stipulate ‘Sama, Dana, Bheda, Danda’, of which the first means, Sama means making friends
even with enemy through love. Samaveda renders the Devatas and Paramatma favourable to us.
Through Samaveda all Devatas are pleased.

In yagnas the grace of Devatas is obtained through not only oblations (Ahutis), but also the
Samaganam rendered by ‘Udgatha’.

Bhagavan blessed in the form of Samaganam many mantras of eulogy from Rigveda. The root of
music with seven Svaras is Samaveda. Sastras convey that Maharishis listened to these ganas
with their divine ears and sang them. In Somayagnas, where the juice of Somalata is offered in

oblation, Samagana is very important.

Svara ¥ (note in musical scale) added to Rik ¥h mantras is ‘Sama’. Vaidika Prakriya analyses

the word ‘Sama’ as ‘Sa’ meaning Rik and ‘Ama’ meaning svara. Rik or svara in isolation does not
constitute Sama. The union of the two alone is Sama.

This is conveyed in Chandogya Upanishad as:

FeALE UM, T FAede 9 Mad  (2:1:6:1)

Sri Sankaracharya in his commentary preaches:

Fela || TEATG 3T T SR FeAegeHd |1 Td ST St
Samagana is based thus on Rik.

Maharishi Jaimini says: Tﬁﬁ'@ HIHEIT (2:1:3:6)

Chandogya Upanishad says:

T G T 3 ? TR 3fd gem (1:8:4)

Hence the union of Rik and svara is Sama. This is also conveyed in Brihadaranyakopanishad:

I 2d& 9r-l I; & d¢

Hafd g O a8 TR Td & (1.3.25)

In music also, the two entities ‘Sahitya’ and ‘Svara’ are distinct and their union alone constitutes
music.
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7. ANALYSIS OF SAMA SVARA

Tt

Svara alone is the living force of Veda. With variations of intonation in svara, the meaning of the

sentence changes.

Naradiya Siksha highlights the importance of svara:

T A A I T |
SAforTHTRe SR ant wafd ot | (114)

Mahabhashya says:
A=l §H: Tl Juidr o1 THeaTy<hl 9 qHYHTE

It is only by chanting Veda vakyas with proper svara that desired fruit will be obtained. Even if

there be slight change in svara, fruit will be opposite.

Music T is of two kinds- éﬁ% Vaidika and i{eheh Loukika. Vaidika Gana (Sama) is called

Maargi and Loukika Gana is referred as Desi. Sri Saarngadeva in his work, Sangita Ratnakara

says that Vaidika Gana is the basis of Loukika Gana.
gacifed Tid GesiuTg fUdm™e: (1:1:25)

Both Vaidika and Loukika Ganas have seven svaras.

Naradiya Siksha says:

FEEEEA] THT: Too-Tecaeh oS

T ThHISATIIGIA] SaHST (1:2:4)

However there is difference in the pattern of svaras.

Vaidika Gana - Ma, Ga, Ri, Sa, Da, Ni, Pa

Loukika Gana - Sa, Ri, Ga, Ma, Pa, Da, Ni

We understand that there are only seven svaras in western music also.
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Do Re Mi Fa So La Ti

Samagana is form of Bhagavan. Loukika gana is a path of devotion to attain Bhagavan. When

Bhagavan is pleased with Loukika gana and blesses the devotee, He will certainly bless in the
case of devotee singing Sama gana.

This is emphasised in Suta Samhita as under by saying:
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SlEEASI TI'Ielﬁ TG _37'_{’% @ |
o g Afch T qar T TR ||
Sri Yagnavalkya Maharishi also says:
e Ife IHE T Tesq WE Uy |

bg@lljt{{\l Yl a9 Tg Hied || “If the singer (of Samagana) does not attain the
Supreme state by chance, he will become an attendant of Siva and enjoy along with Him.”

Seven Svaras from Five Faces

Sri Tygabrahmam, while referring to the places of origin of the seven svaras in his kriti ‘Nada
Tanumanisam’ says that from the five faces of Parameswara, viz. Sadyojatham, Vamadevam,
Aghoram, Tatpurusham and Isanam, the seven svaras Sa, Ri, Ga, Ma, Pa, Da and Ni were born.
He sings:

‘Sadyojatadi Panchavaktraja

Sa Ri Ga Ma Pa Da Ni Vara Sapthasvara’.

How can seven svaras originate from five faces? This was the question put to many Vidvans of
music by Paramahamsa Parivrajakacharya Sri Sri Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswathi Swamigal,
the 68" Peethadhipathi of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, also known by the appellation of Sri
Mahaswamigal. All Vidvans prayed to Sri Maha Periyaval to explain the answer himself. Sri
Mahaperiyaval explained:

Of the seven svaras, Shadjam and Panchamam were born of navel and heart respectively. We
can note that in the Anupallavi of the kirtana ‘Sovillu’, Sri Tyagabrahmam mentions ‘Naabhi hrit
kantha rasara’. As Shadjam and Panchamam are respectively parts of Sakthi and Siva, these two
svaras are permanent (Achalam). The remaining five svaras, viz. Rishabham, Gandharam,
Madhyamam, Daivatam and Nishadam, possess variation (chalanam). These are indeed born of

the five faces of Sri Parameswara- Sadyojata etc.

The seven svaras of Samaveda form the basis of classical music structure. The seven Samaveda
svaras are: 1. Krushta 2. Prathama 3. Dvitiya 4. Tritiya 5. Chaturtha 6. Mantra 7. Atisvarya.
Other than these seven, there are five Avaantara (intermediate) svaras: 1. Namanam 2. Vinatam
3. Abhigitam 4. Prenganam 5. Svaaram.

In ‘Rik’ Vedic study, there are four svaras: Udaatta, Anudaatta, Svaritha and Prachayam.
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8. DETAILS OF SAMAVEDA KOUTUMA SAKHA

Koutuma Sakha has two parts: Mantra and Braahmana. The Mantra part is in Aarchika and Gana
forms.

Aarchikam is in two parts: Purvaarchikam and Uttaraarchikam. Aarchikas, which are the basis of
Prakriti Samas, are known as Purvaarchikam. Aarchikas, which are the basis of Uha Samas, are
known as Uttaraarchikam.

Purvaarchika Riks: 650

Uttaraarchika Rikls: 1225

Total: 1875.

Bhashyas

Three great saints, Saayanacharya, Bharathaswamy and Madhava, have written commentaries
for the Riks.
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9. PRAKRITIRIK GANAS & UTTARA RIK GANAS

Mantra Part & Ganarupa Details

In Prakriti, that which is studied and sung in village is known as ‘Graame Geyam’; that which is
studied in forest is called ‘Aranye Geyam'.

The ‘Riks’ in Purvaarchikam, when rendered into Gana (song), are known as ‘Prakriti samas’. One
Rik is sung as one Sama or many Samas.

The book ‘Samaveda Sarvaanukramani’ divides ‘Prakriti Samas’ into seven Ganas as under:
TR JoW AT g fgdtoey |

LEREEARIE RS G ICEICREGRE W]

3Tehgrgaid =iid Yoo THY=Ad |

Y I YT TH HeMT=T o 968 ||

AT TETATR Sa: BT =1 1]

They are: 1. Gaayatram 2. Aagneyam 3. Aindram 4. Paavamaanam 5. Arka, Dvandva, Vrata

6. Sukriyam 7. Mahanaamni.
The third group in the above list, ‘Aindram’ has six sub divisions: 1. Bahusami 2. Ekasami 3.

Bruhati 4. Trishtup 5. Anushtup 6. Indrapuchcham.

Count of Samas
The Sama ganas of Prakriti, consisting of the seven divisions as above, can be enumerated as

under:

1. Gaayatram 1 4. Paavamaanam 384

2. Aagneyam 180 5. Arkaparva 89

3. Aindram Dvandvaparva 77
1. Bahusami 132 Vrataparva 84
2. Ekasami 64 6. Sukriyaparva 40
3. Brihati 150 7. Mahanaamni 4
4. Trishtup 49
5. Anushtup 76
6. Indrapuchcham 162
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Total 1492

Aaranyagana Parisishta Samas 2
Total Sama Ganas of Prakriti 1494

As mentioned earlier, one ‘Rik’ mantra is chanted as either one or many Samaganas. Some

examples are given as under:

Rik No. of Ganas Type of Gana
1. Tatsavitu 1 Gayatram
2. Tvanno Agne 2 Aagneyam
3. Agnirvrutraani 3 Aagneyam
4. Yagnaayagnaa vo 4 Aagneyam
5. Purutvaataa 5 Aagneyam
6. Prava Indraaya 6 Bahusami
7. Tarobirvaa 7 Brihati
8. Indraayenno Mrutvate 8 Paavamaanam
9. Svaadishtayaa 9 Paavamaanam
10. Yadvarcho Hiranya 10 Vrataparva
11. Uchchaatejaatamandasa: 13 Paavamaanam
12. Punaanassoma Taarayaa 16 Paavamaanam
13. Pareetoshinchadaasudam 18 Paavamaanam

Majority of Purvaarchika Samas are used in Smartha karmas. Purvaarchika Riks and their Ganas

are chanted together.

Uhaganam- Uttaraarchikam

Sama ganas, based on Riks in Uttaraarchikam, which are 1225 in number, are divided into two
groups: Uham and Rahasyam (or Uhyam).

The ‘Grame Geya’ part of Prakriti has given birth to ‘Uha’ and the ‘Aranye Geya’ part into
‘Rahasyam’, as practised in the tradition of Vedic study. The two together are also called ‘Uha
Rahasyam’. This is also stated in a different form: The Uha bhaga of Samas in Prakriti’'s Grame

Geyam is called Uham. The Uha bhaga of Samas in Aaranya Geyam is called Rahasyam.

Page 28 of 64



Uham and Rahasyam have seven divisions each: 1. Dasaratram 2. Samvatsaram 3. Ekaaham
4. Ahinam 5. Satram 6. Prayaschittam 7. Kshutram. The ganas in these seven divisions are

used in Sroutha karmas or yagas. The very names of these seven divisions point to this.

The Ganas following Uttaraarchika Riks do not follow standard uniform pattern. The ganas change
depending on the yagnas wherein they are used. There is no direct Gana pattern specified for
about 80 Uttaraarchika Riks. When these Riks are used in yagnas, Ganam should be performed

as per rules of Gayatra Vidhana Sutram. Examples of such Riks are: 1. Indraagni Agatham Sitam
2. Eshapratnegnana Janmana 3. Bhavasva Vacha:.

Ganas in Uha and Rahasyam in the seven divisions mentioned above are enumerated below.

Name of Division No. of Uha Samas No. of Rahasya Samas
1. Dasaratram 222 29
2. Samvatsaram 152 41
3. Ekaham 158 23
4. Ahinam 146 31
5. Satram 121 14
6. Prayaschittam 50 19
7. Kshutram 87 52
Total 936 209

Grand Total of Samas in Uha and Rahasya 1145

Bhakti is the name given to parts of Sama. Bhaktis are five in number: Prastavam, Udgitam,
Pratiharam, Upadravam, Nidhanam. Adding Omkara and Himkara to this group, the parts are also
counted as seven sometimes. These have been explained in detail in Panchavidha Sutram,
Draahyaayana Sutram and Chaandogyopanishad.

An example may be given of the three Riks ‘Uchchateja’, ‘Sanaindra’, ‘Enavisvani’, which are
chanted together in Dasaratram (yaga) which includes Dvadasaratram. The three Samas are
together taken as one Sama, divided into three parts, ‘Prathama Stotri’, ‘Dvitiya Stotri’ and “Tritiya
Stotri’. As the three Riks are taken together, it is called ‘“Trisam’.
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Similarly in Samvatsara Satra Yaga, the Ganas of the three Riks ‘Pranisvaaniya’, ‘Aajaami Radge’
and ‘Salirodaksha’ follow the ‘Trisa’ pattern. Further in Ekaham the Riks ‘Pratham Piyushan’,
‘Adiskechit’ and ‘Adhyatime’ fall in ‘Trisa’ pattern. In many yagnas such ‘Trisa’ groups are followed

in Sama Ganam.

In Sroutha karmas (yagas), in accordance with the specification

‘A= THT THAT AT SHHRTL0T AT

Bhaktis other than Prastavam should be sung as Pranavaganam.

Example can be given of ‘Upaasmai Gaayataararom’, ‘Abidhe Madhuraapayom’ and ‘Sana:
Pavasva Sangavom’.
In Jyotishtoma yagna only, the nine Gayatrams from ‘Upaasmai Gaayata nara’ are chanted as

‘Dhurganam’ in Aajyastotram. Details of this are given clearly in Shadvimsa Braahmanam (2:8:3).
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10. ASHTA BRAAHMANAS & UPANISHADS

In the Purva Mimamsa work called ‘Jaiminiya Nyayamala’, the characteristic of Braahmanam has

been given. Sri Vidyaranya Swamigal quotes this in his commentary on Samaveda Bhashyam.

TRCIdE SRS A1equT forerdser |

AR SGHTT $f FefeReTea: ||

m=1g] ST =fd gl W dF g

FICHTAVTHRIGA HAG SITEIUTA&UH || SLALHET R.9.¢

That portion of Veda, which is other than mantra, is Braahmanam.

In Koutuma Sakha of Samaveda, there are eight Braahmanas, known as ‘Ashta Braahmanas’
(Ashta= eight).
1. Taandya Braahmanam, or Panchavimsa Braahmanam, or Proudha Braahmanam, or
Maha Braahmanam.
Shadvimsa Braahmanam
Samavidhana Braahmanam
Aarsheya Braahmanam
Devataadhyaaya Braahmanam

Chandogya Braahmanam (or Mantra Braahmanam)

N o o A~ WD

Samhitopanishad Braahmanam
8. Vamsa Braahmanam

Let us now look at them briefly.

1. Taandya Braahmanam TTUSH SITE[UTH
As this work contains 25 chapters, it is also called Panchavimsa Braahmanam. This talks

about Soma yagas only. Soma yagas are performed using all three Vedas, Rig, Yajur and
Sama. Maharishi Aapasthamba mentions in Sroutha Sutram:

=fd SEANEIFR Aafd dTUSIH and refers to Taandya Braahmanam which covers178
yagas from Agnishtomam to Visvasrujaamayanam. Performing yagas covered in this
Braahmanam is unthinkable in the present day. But, to obtain the benefits from those
yagas, one can chant it daily in Brahmayagna Prasnam. For this purpose, there is available
a printed copy, which includes the commentary of Sri Sayanacharya and introduction by

Kashi Sri Chinnaswamy Sastrigal.
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2. Shadvimsa Braahmanam Ug faer EINMEN
The Braahmanam mentioned earlier, called Maha Braahmanam, has 25 chapters. The
Shadvimsa Braahmanam contains the 26t chapter. This is also referred as Maha
Braahmana Sesham (residual) and this itself contains 5 chapters and 48 khandas. The
Ganam called Subrahmanya Aahvaanam, famous in yagas, is mentioned here.
There are some rare subjects covered in the fourth chapter here, like the origin of Agnis like
Gaarhapatyam, superiority of oneself performing homam rather than asking Ritwik to
perform etc.
The fifth chapter is considered very important. This is one of the authorities accepting
images for Devatas. This also contains provisions for Santhis for various ills affecting the
nation, such as misfortunes like untimely death of people, diseases, bad dreams, diseases
affecting elephants and other animals, splitting of earth, earthquake, fire in earth, earth
expelling water, inundation of earth in running water, oozing from trees, flagpost falling
down, fire in quarters, blood oozing out of cows’ udder, images in temples quivering and
weeping, increase in population, physical handicaps, ripping apart of mountain etc.
In a wonderful treatise on Santhis in this Braahmanam, while describing Devatas for
Santhis, it explains the image of Devatas, weapons of Devatas like Indra and their powers.
This Braahmanam has a commentary by Sri Sayanacharya and has been printed even in

Germany.

3. Samavidhana Braahmanam WW@W
This is the third in the Ashta Braahmanas. It has 3 chapters and 25 khandas. Here Sri
Rudram, Purushasuktham, Ganapathi and Subramania Sukthas and Samas like
Arishtavargam and Pavitravargam are set out and hence this Braahmanam is called
Samavidhana Braahmanam. For those, who have no authority or ability to perform yagas,
in order to reap the fruit of yagas, this Braahmanam teaches to chant some Samas with Rik
and Gana. While defining the time to start chant of Japa, it guides that where such time is

not specified, one should fast for three days and start on day of Pushya star.

This Braahmanam asserts that by chanting Samas with seven Svaras, all beings are

satisfied, with each species getting pleased with a particular svara.
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It describes the lineage of Gurus and says how this work was taught by Brahma to
Brihaspathi, Brihaspathi to Narada, Narada to Vyasa, Vyasa to Jaimini and Jaimini to his

disciples. A commentary written by Sri Vidyaranya (or Sayanacharya) is also available.

In Agni Puranam in 26t chapter, Bhagavan Agni says that Pushkara taught Samavidhanam
Fltl'%[m This part is included in the Annexure. It sets out the various benefits that

accrue by chanting certain prescribed Samas and offering oblations.

. Aarsheya Braahmanam AN SITRIUTH

This Braahmanam teaches that by singing Samas along with Rishi, Chandas and Devata,
one can reap benefits here and hereafter. It sets out the names of Rishis in order for each
Sama and hence it is called ‘Aarsheyam’. There are 3 chapters and 82 khandas. Hence it

is appropriate to call it ‘Asitidvayam’. A commentary by Sri Sayanacharya is available.

. Devataadhyaya Braahmanam EHHTW

There are four khandas in this Braahmanam. As Devatas are mentioned here for different
Samas, this is called Devataadhyayam. The genesis of names of chandas like Gayatri,
Ushnik, Kakubh, Anushtup, Brihati, Pankti, Trishtup, Jagati etc. is given here. As Gayatri
Devi is established here to be Virat Devi, all can study this Braahmanam. Meditation on

Gayatri removes deficiencies in chant of Akshara (letter), Mantra, Tantra (action) etc.

. Chaandogyopanishad- Chandoga Braahmanam

BN — SIS0

This Upanishad has ten chapters. The first two chapters are called as Mantra
Braahmanam. Here mantras relating to karmas like Vivaha, Pumsavanam, Seemantham,
Jaatakarma, Namakaranam, Choulam, Upanayanam, Samaavartanam, seven Paaka
yagnas like Ashtaka, Kamya karmas, karmas like Madhuparkam etc. are taught.

There are two commentaries available- Sri Sayanacharya Bhashyam and Sri Gunu Vishnu
Bhashyam.

The next eight chapters, i.e. from 3 to 10t form the Upanishad part. This is the largest

Upanishad in Sama Veda. There is a commentary of Sri Adi Sankara Bhagavat-
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padacharya. Many Sutras in Brahma Sutram discuss in detail the thoughts in this
Upanishad along with the principles of Purvapaksha (Purva Mimamsa). This Upanishad is
like a Vidya treasure and contains Jaanasruti Upaakhyaanam, Madhu Vidya, Saandilya
Vidya, Upakosala Vidya, Satyakama-Jaabaala Upaakhyaanam, Narada-Sanatkumara
Samvadam and its components including Bhuma Vidya, Mahavakya Upadesa, Indra-
Virochana Upaakhyaanam, Dahara Vidya and Prajapati Vidya. Essentially it places

emphasis on the tradition of Guru and Sishya (disciple).

. Samhitopanishad Braahmanam ?l'%?‘ﬁqlﬁﬂ?f\—m

Riks are known by the name of Samhita, as they are studied right from the time after
upanayanam till the end of one’s life. As this Upanishad contains secret thoughts about the
Riks, it is called Samhitopanishad. This Braahmanam has five khandas and there is a
commentary by Sri Sayanacharya. It explains the marks of disciple, duties of Guru and the

greatness of danam of cow, land and vidya as compared with other danas.

. Vamsa Braahmanam 9RTSITGRIUH

In this Braahmanam the lineage of Gurus from Sarvadatta and Gaargya upto Brahma is

described. The term 39SIAd, occurring in this text means ‘was born’. Here the meaning is
that the disciple was born from the vidya of the Guru. The correct term should be

YIS, which has become 3USITId being Veda, as explained by Sri Sayana. It is
important to contemplate on Guru Parampara. Here in the beginning it states: Obeisance to
Brahma, obeisance to brahmanas, obeisance to many Devatas etc.

In Samaveda Upakarma, Tarpanam has been prescribed for the Maharishis mentioned in
this Braahmanam as part of Utsarjanam. The Samaveda Parampara has come down to us
through many Rishis starting from Brahma upto Sarvadatta. Sri Sayanacharya has written a
commentary on this Braahmanam.

As he mentions
BEIECRUI I

o
g9 eI <TeHH_ ||
ERItC IR CHEY
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T AR T || it is clear that he has written commentary on Chaandogya
Upanishad also. However it is not available as yet. Scholars should put in efforts to locate it
and teach the same to disciples. In the current practice, the commentaries of Sri

Sayanacharya, Sri Bharataswami and Sri Madhava on Samaveda Koutuma Purvaarchikam
and Uttaraarchikam are taught.
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11.TEXTS ON SROUTHA, LAKSHANA, PRAYOGA & SIKSHA

Sroutha Lakshana Texts

Sroutha Sutras are known as Kalpa Sutras. They define the usage of Vedic mantras in yagas. The

term Sroutham refers to yaga.

There are 10 Sroutha Sutras for Samavedis:

1.

© 0 N o o b~ w0 DN

Draahyaayana
Anupada

Nidhana

Kalpa

Upagrantha
Kshudra

Taandya Lakshana
Panchavidha Sutra

Kalpaanupada

10. Anustotra

1.

Draahyaayana Sutra
As Samavedis in our parts follow this Sutra given by Draahyaayana Mabharishi, they are
known as Draahyaayana Sutris. There are 31 Patalas (chapters), each having 3 khandas

(sections). There is a commentary called ‘Dipika’ by Tanvi.

Sri Sayanacharya mentions T < GIRITIUl: AT in his commentary on Maha
Braahmanam. ‘Laatyaayana Sutra’, which follows this, is followed by Samavedis in the
north. Gobila Grihya Sutra is followed in practice by north Indians even now.

It appears that one Rudraskanda has written commentary on Draahyaayana Sutra. This

appears to be preserved in manuscript form in Oriental Libraries.

Anupada Sutra JAJYGHAH

Following Taandya Braahmanam, usage of Rig and Yajur Veda mantras in yagas is given
here. It appears this text is not available in our country. Manuscript is preserved in

Germany. The text, as per available indications, starts with

IS Ay Torgal faem™ STIUEN and ends with
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T gaty Sehr SATAITThIIT, STIEqUTHT faeTiehel Wafd HFI=Tel S, our

elders have stated that in Upakarma, during Vedaramabha, we may include chant of the

beginning part of this Sutra in between Draahyaayana Sutra and Nidhana sutra.

. Nidhana Sutra

In this third Kalpa Sutra, there are ten Prapathakas (chapters), each having 13 khandas.
This is written by Patanjali Mahrishi.

Out of the six Vedangas, viz. Siksha, Chandas, Vyakarana, Nirukta, Jyotisha and
Kalpasutra, Chandas is taken up here for detailed treatment through 7 khandas in the first
Prapathaka. In the remaining Prapathakas, Prayogas (usages) relating to Sroutha (yaga)

are covered.

. Kalpa Sutra

This text is authored by a Rishi named Gaargyamasaka. This Kalpa Sutra appears to be of
more ancient origin than those by Draahyaayana, Aapasthamba, Bodhayana and
Katyayana. There is a commentary by one Varadaraja. There are 11 chapters and 115
khandas. Sri Sayanacharya, the Veda Bhashyakara, cites this Kalpa Sutra in his works.
Prayogakaras like Aandappillai consider this Sutra as a highly authoritative text. This Sutra

specifies Samas for all yagas in Taandya Braahmanam.

. Upagrantha

This fifth Sutra is written by Katyayana Maharishi. There are four Prapathakas. This
generally specifies Prayaschittas (expiatory rituals) for lapses in yagnas. There is a
commentary by one Venkatesa Panditha.

. Kshudra Kalpa sutra

In Aarsheya Kalpa Sutra, the first 11 out of a total of 17 chapters are called Kalpa Sutra.
The rest are known as Kshudra Kalpa Sutra. This separation is similar to that between
Panchavimsa Braahmanam and Shadvimsa Braahmanam.

There is a commentary for this by one Srinivasacharyar Satakratu Thathacharyar. In the
beginning of this commentary the author pays obeisance to Masaka Maharishi of Garga

gotra, the author of Kalpa Sutra, Draahyaayana Maharishi, the author of Draahyaayana
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Sutra and Katyayana Mabharishi, the author of Upagrantha. Three Prapathakas of this

Kshudra Kalpa sutra were printed in Lahore prior to our independence.

o N N
ST II-2hdl & Wl |
I ENETARIPUEIEEIERIC lT

This Kshudra Kalpa Sutra covers:

Various Kamya yagas for fulfilment of desire for relief from disease, rains, cattle, fame,

Brahmavarchas (Brahmic brilliance) etc.

The count of Aksharas (letters) in each Stotra
Prayaschittas for unexpected obstacles to yagas
Usage of Kshudra Samas and Prayaschitta Sama Ganas.

. Taandya Lakshanam dTUSIT&IUTH

This has 3 Prapathakas and 34 Kandas. This sets out the place of Stotras in yagnas. It

starts with 31 I3} JECEAATATE (SATEITEY: ) FTHIAT: ||

The words appear to indicate Kalaksharas of Stotras in yagnas. This text is considered to

be a very tough Lakshana text.

. Panchavidha Sutram q@ﬁﬂ'{:ﬁ'{

This sets out the five Bhaktis for all Samas in Prakriti as under.

ST S fERIaga Mt AR |
The Bhaktis are five or seven. HFLWW'%[‘&JH - Wgﬁ%:m{
There are 2 Prapathakas and 14 khandas.
While chanting Gana in yagas, one should add ‘Himkara’ before Prastava Bhakti and
‘Omkara’ before Udgitha Bhakti.

There are commentaries in languages like German and English.

. Kalpaanupadam shcUTUGH

There are two Prapathakas and 24 khandas. This starts with
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R PHTHHREUGRIHTEN ...

There are directions on chanting Gayatra Sama in Stotras like Bahishpavamanam, Nama

Subramanyaahvaanam in Satra yagas and Ahinakratu etc.

10. Anustotram W?ﬁﬂ"{[

Samas are sung on the basis of Svara, Varna and Matrakala of Rik. Further details
including characteristics of svaras etc. in case of Samas with different chandas are covered
here. Though the text book is not available, the content is preserved to this day through the

Guru-Sishya Parampara.

Other Texts
Naigam ﬂ"Tt[ This book has two Prapathakas. The first Prapathakam starts with

T AYYATIRSETHISTH:  and specifies Rishis for each Rik mantra of

Prakriti Rik and Uttara Rik. The second Prapathakam specifies Devata for each Rik.
Aarsheya Braahmanam specifies Rishis for Prakriti Samas and Devatas in some places.
This book Naigam gives names of Rishis and Devatas for Riks only.

Sri Sayanacharya, the Bhashyakara, quotes this book as authority in Samaveda

commentary.

AT (STvTHY)

This book specifies Rishi, Chandas and Devata for Samas after mentioning the Rik. Only

the Aaranya part is available; it is written by Bhatta Bhaskaraadhvarindra.

m Samaveda Sapthalakshanam

This book gives Lakshanam for the Aarchika part. There are 7 Prakaranas and 138 verses.
The author of this book is Narayana, son of Souri. He says: Yﬁﬁ'{:ﬁ: m&ﬂT&f
Prakarana 1 & 2: Samanam Visargalopalopou FTI'FT ﬁuﬁ?«ﬁm?ﬁm

Prakarana 3: Ranga: {§:

Prakarana 4: Vilingyam faferm

~

Prakarana 5: Naparatapare TIEAR
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Prakarana 6: Aavarni 33|'|<_>|'fa'f

Prakarana 7: Anagraha Aningayam 34z 3‘|i'\-|{=}‘€41-l\

Those who have learnt chanting Samaveda can understand these Prakaranas well and

easily. It seems that Yajurveda Saptalakshanam was also written by the same author.

Samaveda Lakshana Texts
1. Gayatra Vidhanam Wﬁaﬂ'{

This book, authored by Sri Sankaracharya, speaks about Gayatra Samas. There are 3

khandas and there is a commentary. For Gayatra Sama, T‘l%%l@\@l%’ ‘Tadvividdai’, the svara is
in Prastava bhakti. It is sung with aksharas in the first part of the Rik. Nidhana-bhedas

depending on one’s desire and certain special features of other Samas are mentioned here.

2. Riktantram 2xh~1H_

This book, authored by Saakataayana Maharishi, gives Lakshanas for Aarchikas. Some say

that this book was written by Oudavraji. In Sarvaanukramani it says: >I“SCII (1'->i odlen{UlH
SMehCIICa. Nagesa also says: STERA-AATSATAl  TcadqEHyH]  SFRA-=To0Id:

RMeh I, . . .and thus refers to Saakataayana as the author.

This book has 5 Prapathakas and 32 khandas. The book Riktantra Vyakaranam
arnd—2Acd[en{VlH is famous. It was printed in Lahore in 1933 by Sri Suryakantha Sastri,
M.A.,M.O.L.

3. Laghu Riktantrasangraha: C14x9rd-Aga:

This book has 158 verses. It gives in the starting verses the preview of the content in the

succeeding verses. It cites examples, all in verses.

4. Riktantra Vivriti: =g

There are 3 Prakaranas: 1. Gayatra Ganaprakaram 2. Svaritha Nirupanam 3. Ekasruti

Vidhanam for Prachaya svara. Those who wish to perform yagas should study this book.
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5. Samatantram: HHdAH

This is a book of Lakshanas for Prakriti Samas, written by Oudavraji Maharishi. There are 15
Prapathakas and 158 khandas.

6. Samatantra Prakasika: HIH(‘I@I&IOI’)IR’IOI’)I

This is an explanatory text for the Samatantra Bhashya; it explains with examples. It is

understood to have been written by one Mahaganapathi.

7. Samatantra Sangraham: HHd-AHUFa:

This is written by one Vanchinathan. He mentions the Sutras that are used in each Sama and

correlates them.

8. Aksharatantram: JA&{d~H

Here Akshara means Stobham. This book gives Lakshana of Sthobhas. There are two
Prapathakas and 26 khandas. A total of 260 Sutras here tell us about Sthobhas. This book is

also known as %i:ll(fl?ﬂni é‘i:ll%i@ll-l\. Sri Sathyavrata Samasrami Bhattacharya has written

commentary for this. Research scholars opine that this book is more ancient than Niruktyha of

Yaskar and Vyakarana of Panini.

9. Pushpasutram/ Phullasutram: YSUEAH / HSAH

This book, written by Varasi Maharishi, gives Lakshanas for Uha and Rahasya Samas. There
are ten Prapathakas and 129 khandas. There are 18 Parvas. It is essential for Samaveda
students to know this. Sri Ajatasatru Bhattopadhyayay appears to have written commentary for

this. There is an opinion that this Sutram (book) is written by one Pushyayasa: Oudavraji.

Phullabodha or Phullasangraha: W‘q:

This book, written by Sri Ganesa, gives Lakshanas for all Uha and Rahasya Samas from

Aamahiyavam.
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10. Avagrahasutra: IIUaLAH

There are 12 Sutras. Avagraha is breaking down a word (Pada), while chanting Padapatham
of Rik. This is called Veshtanapadam. Padas having more than four Aksharas attain

Veshtanam. There is also an excellent commentary.

11. Hitavakyam TeaaTeR|.

This book tells us as to how many Veshtanapadas are there in a Rik. For example it says

there are two Veshtanapadas in the Rikpadam 3@@"1 This is an excellent Lakshana work
to know the Veshtanapadas in all Prakriti Padas. We can also know Lakshanas for Uttararik

Padas.

12. Sthobhanusamhara: F‘ﬁﬂ’lﬂ'{:l_ﬁﬂ'{

This book deals with the Sthobha padas in Samas and has 44 verses. Sthobham refers to
Padas, which are sung more than the Aksharas in the Rik and more expansively. Sthobhas,

which are sung at the beginning and end of each Prakriti Sama, should be added in every

Pada, while chanting in yagas. This can be seen in Sama %33

13. Maatralakshanam HTATI&TITH

This book, written by Varasi Maharishi, tells us about the time the Aksharas in Rik Samas

should be lengthened or shortened while singing. It begins by saying
IATAT FEACAIAATATII GV AT
Aksharas are lengthened or shortened in three ways:
Hrasvam 6'{5[ — Time of one Maatra.
Dirgham ?ﬂ"j— Time of two Maatras.
Plutham ‘Tj‘f - Time of three Maatras.
While doing Parayana or Japa, chanting should be done with appropriate Maatrakala. While
teaching disciples, the period may be increased by a half Maatrakala.

Aaroha svaram is called Pratyutkraamam; this is eightfold. Avaroha svaram is called

Atikraamam:; this is fourfold. There is another Avaroham called Karshanam, which is fivefold.
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14. Aarchikalakshanam3TTFIehet &0

This book deals with svaras of Riks and has 16 verses. Svaras for Riks are fourfold: Udaattam,

Anudaattam, Svaritham and Prachayam.

15. Chalaprakriya SAT(SHIT

This explains the definitions of terms of Chalaaksharas. Chalaaksharas are Aksharas which
help in identifying svaras and Padas in Riks and Samas. From one Akshara we can find how
many svaras and Padas are there. There are 22 verses. A Chalaakshara Kaarika of 8 verses

is available. There are Samgnaas for all Riks- Samas.

16. Chalaaksharani DTET
Once Chalaaksharas are committed to memory, the svaras and Aksharas of Rik-Samas will

not go wrong. Normally at the close of Parayana we utter the verse:

forertforgamaTor geuTereior 7 |

=T =ATTARTRI &HE TR |

While doing Parayanam with Chalaaksharas in mind, it will not be necessary to utter this verse.

One can of course seek pardon for mistakes based on tradition.

17.Samaprakasanam HTHYhRITH
One can learn many subtle aspects easily from this book of verses on Prakriti Samas. Late
Varahur Sri Krishna Srouthigal, who preserved the Samaveda traditional chanting procedure,

has done yeoman service by publishing texts from Avagraha Sutra to Samaprakasanam.

18. Ravanbhet TIUTHE

This book teaches important Lakshanas for all Vedas. This is preserved in Madras University.

Siksha Texts
1. Paniniya Siksha: Though this text is common to all Vedas, it is considered to be important
among Samaveda Lakshana texts. When the tiger carries its young calf by its teeth, the calf

will drop down if carried softly and will be hurt if carried hard. Just as the tiger carries the
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calf carefully, this text explains the method of pronouncing Veda mantra Aksharas and the
merits and demerits in such pronunciation.

2. Naradiya Siksha: In this book written by Sri Narada Maharishi, the Lakshanas of Rik Samas
are given. This has two Prapathakas and 16 khandas. It has commentary by Sri
Bhattasobhakara.

3. Goutamiya Siksha: This book called Samyoga Srinkhala ‘él'?fl"'[ %Ié?ﬂ is written by
Goutama Maharishi. It has two Prapathakas and 16 khandas. It talks about the union of
Aksharas in Rik Samas.

4. Lomasi Siksha: This book, written by Gargacharya, has 8 khandas. It talks about
specialities of svaras and method of pronouncing them. It starts with

AERT JE&TH M= i |
Saaksham, Crow (kakam), peacock (Mayuram) etc. stand for sound for 1, 2 and 3 Matra-kalas.

5.Gitikalpam: Tfifeeheuy

N

This book, also known as Gitikalpa Parisishtam, gives Prastavabhakti for each Sama in

Uhagana. There are 24 khandas. Thios is written by Sri Rama Sukla.

Khaadira Grihyasutram < IE{‘CIQ{QIH\

A text teaching us about Grihyakarmas is Grihya Sutram. Grihyakarmas are generally to be
performed in Oupasanagni (Grihyagni). Maharishis like Aapasthamba, Bodhayna and
Aasvalayana have written Grihya Sutras along with Sroutha Sutras. However in Samaveda,
Sroutha Sutra by Maharishi Draahyaayana and Grihya Sutra by Maharishi Khaadira are being
followed. Though many Rishis’ names are found in Vamsa Braahmanam, Khaadira’s name is
not there. Hence it is possible to guess that Draahyaayana was also known as Khaadira.
However, traditionally, Khaadira Grihyasutram has been specified for Samavedis. There are 4

Patalas and 19 khandas. Sri Rudra Skanda has written commentary.

Gautama Dharmasutram lilan‘aﬁ&@n\

As there are many special dharmas mentioned in this Gautama Dharmasutra, not covered in

other Dharmasutras, this Dharmasutra should be followed in practice.

Gautama Dharmasmriti Tﬁﬁqﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁ[
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In this Smriti book Maharishi Gautama has given details in verse form, of many karmas like
Sandhyavandanam for Samavedis. There are 14 chapters and 650 verses. This book comes in

the series of teachings by Maharishi Gautama to Maharishi Narada.

Gautama Aparasutram Tﬁanamw@{
This book by Maharishi Gautama has two Patalas and 13 khandas. There is a commentary by

Varahur Sri Krishnaswamy Srouthigal.

Aparakarika 3TIUehTILeRT

For Prayoga, Karika (explanatory text) is very necessary. This book has 9 khandas. In this

book Karika has been given on the basis of Aparasutra and the commentary thereon.

Grihya Parisishtam T@W

c ~

This book explains certain karmas not covered in Grihyasutra and also Prayogas for certain
karmas covered therein. This book contains the writings of many Maharishis. We can see the
name of the respective Maharishi at the end of each khanda. This is an excellent Prayoga text,

having two Prapathakas.

Sroutha Prayoga
This book explains well the Prayoga followed by Udgatha and others, following authoritative
texts like Draahyaayana Sutra. Sri Aandapillai has written Prayoga for three Sutras.

Performers of yagas accept Sri Aandapillai as authority.

Sroutha Karika
This book gives serially in verse form the yagnakarmas to be done by Udgatha and others in
yagas like Agnishtoma. This text should be memorised by those who perform Aartvijyam

(function of Ritwik, the main Priest). Matters covered by Sutras and Prayoga text are serially
mentioned here for use during Prayoga. It starts with 33|5||é| dd3 JHqIdl HSI(E“O’JII(E‘\% \YIQCI.

In Prayogas related to Samaveda in Srouthakarmas, the separate Sroutha Prayoga

Prayaschitta Karika helps in doing Prayaschittas for mistakes committed. Here in 108 verses,

easy Prayaschittas, which offer great benefits, are taught. This is called Kalpa or Ganesa

Page 45 of 64



karika. The traditional manuscript is preserved. Srouthagnas should try to bring this rare book

in print.

Samaveda Smartha Prayoga Texts

1. Prayoga Parijatham: Purvaapara (Karmas related to life and post-death) Prayoga for
Samavedis has been written by Purushottamabhatta. For Smartha karmas the Prayoga by Sri
Aandapillai is also available.

2. Sridhariyam: This book teaches Smartha Purvapara Prayoga karmas.

3. Vamanakarika: This book, written by Vamana, tells in verses about rules for many kamya
karmas with Purvapara Prayoga, following Khadira Grihyasutra and Rudraskanda Vritti.

4. Satyayana Karika: This book in verse form in 30 khandas tells about Purva Prayoga,
Vivaha etc. in serial order. If everyone, who does Vedadhyayana, studies Purvapara Prayoga
books and memorises this type of Karikas, he will find it very useful while using Griha Prayoga.
The order in the Karika follows that in Khadira Grihyasutra.

5. Sayyar prayoga: In this ancient text Purvapara Prayogas are covered in the way they are
used while guiding the Grihastha to perform. It is noteworthy that this book was a forerunner
for other Purvapara Prayoga texts in later times.

6. In current practice Prayoga texts such as Smartha Tantra Sitanidhi, Prayoga Kusumavali

and Samagahgani Sangraham are used.
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12. JAIMINIYA SAKHA OR TALAVAKARA SAKHA IN SAMAVEDA

Out of all Aranyakas in Samaveda, Talavakara Aranyakam, also known as Talavakara
Braahmanam, occurs in Jaiminiya Braahmanam. The last part of this Braahmanam is
‘Kenopanishad’, also known as ‘Talavakara Upanishad’. The salient point of this Upanishad is that
Parabrahmam came in the form of Ambal, rooted out the ego of Devas like Agni and Vayu and
taught Brahmavidya to Indra, taking the form of Uma. Sri Adisankara Bhagavadpada wrote ‘Pada’
Bhashyam for this Upanishad and, not being satisfied, he also wrote ‘Vakya’ Bhashyam. Thus he
bestowed on this Upanishad the greatness of writing two Bhashyas, which he had not done in
respect of any other Upanishad.

For Jaiminiya Sakha there is also Aarsheya Braahmanam.

It is our Sri Kamakoti Peetham that revived this Jaiminiya Sakha. In the Himalayan effort of Sri
Mahaperiyaval, Sri Periyaval and Sri Bala Periyaval for protection of Vedas, the resurrection of
Jaiminiya Sakha is an important milestone. Brahmasri Makarabhushana Srouthigal has taught
Jaiminiya Sakha to more than 50 Vidyarthis in Tohur village in Kallanai in Tamilnadu. Jaiminiya
Sakha Samaveda Pathasala is running there even today in simple style with the blessings of
Sricharanal. This Pathasala was started by Srimatham about 30 years ago at Tohur with Sri

Srouthigal.

A fact that came to my attention recently is that there is no printed text for Jaiminiya Sakha and
that students learn the Veda with the help of manuscript prepared by Sri Makarabhushana
Srouthigal by copying the same.

Samavedis should come forward to print Jaiminiya Sakha Samaveda book.
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13. RESEARCH IN SAMAVEDA BY FOREIGN EXPERTS

In the year 1848 one Theodore Benfey has published his research in Samaveda in German

language.

. Inthe year 1873 one Sri Satyavrata Samasrami put in great effort and printed Samaveda in

Kolkata.

In the year 1893 one Ralph T.H.Griffith printed and published ‘Samaveda Samhita’ with
translation in English.

A Finland scholar Mr.Asko Parpola researched and published ‘The Literature and Study of
the Jaiminiya Samaveda’ in 1973 through Finnish Oriental Society. He also published
another research work, ‘The Decipherment of the Samavedic Notation of the Jaiminiya
Sama Veda' in 1988.

In 1895 one Mr.H.Oertel published ‘The Jaiminiya or Talavakara Upanishad Brahmana’,

with original in Samskrit and English translation.
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14. SOME DECEASED SAMAVEDA RATNAS

Greatness and Importance of Teachers of Veda
Our Vedas have continued from time immemorial in the tradition of Guru and Sishya. That is why
Veda is called ‘Sruti’. There is a strict rule that nobody should study Vedas and Vedanta Sastras

by himself from books. Disciples should learn them only from Guru directly.

e e S HonTeTEeieT afe frsgei |

fdeare feha ffdamgdida 3= agrs wfasrq ||

If those who study Vedas with great effort do not teach Vedas and Vedanta Sastras to disciples,

there will be no continuous tradition of knowledge of Vedas available. Bhagavan protects Vedas,

which are His life-breath, through such teachers alone. That is why Bhagavan says ﬁ’l@“ﬁ HH

éaal’ ‘Brahmana is my Devata’.

qilfeheh difgeh ATy qTET cHeRdd |
JMEEId Il T qaufiareaq ||

One must pay obeisance first to the Guru, who teaches not just mundane knowledge, but Vedas,

Sastras including rituals and rules of conduct and spiritual lore including secrets of Vedanta

regarding Jiva, Brahman etc. Such a Guru is called ‘Vidya Guru’. Study of Vedas is Brahmavidya.

The first teaching of Srimad Bhagavapadacharya is %Ia ﬁm‘éﬂm - Veda shall be studied

daily.

sTfareiiae e ggioEter: |
FeATR T Fe=d ST T2 Fd_ ||

For one who worships elders always, four qualities grow- long life, knowledge, fame and strength.

One who teaches Veda today has also studied once under his Guru with discipline.
Qai YLHFIIINTHH, Our Veda Vidya has come to us from time immemorial only in the tradition of
Guru-Sishya.

TR I TR |
Wﬁlﬁq’f{:%ﬁﬂ'{?ﬁéﬁl
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TRRTIId formyeme snafaeeam ||

The disciple, who studies Veda with discipline from his Guru today, ascends to the seat of Guru

tomorrow. Following this Guru-Sishya tradition, Veda Vidvans, who are well versed in Rik, Yajur,

Sama and Atharva Vedas and Sastras and who live upto the instructions preached therein, have

bequeathed this glorious tradtion to the succeeding generation of Sishyas. It is not possible to do

anything in return for the great service rendered by them. Hence knowing some of the Samaveda

jewels, who preserved the Veda for posterity, will show the right path to the generations of

Sishyas. It will indeed be very useful to future disciples if the present day Veda Vidvans record the

history of their Gurus in detail.

1.

Svargiya Brahmasri Mahalinga Srouthigal, Kanchipuram Srimatham Samaveda Pathasala:
Konerirajapuram Svargiya Brahmasri Mahalinga Srouthigal was a Salakshana Samaveda
Vidvan. His forefathers are said to have been Diwans in the Tiruvananthapuram Maharaja
Samsthanam. They belonged to the glorious Srotriya family of Bharadvaja Gothra.

Sri Mahalinga Srouthigal was very devoted to Sri Acharyal of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham. As per instructions of Sricharanal, Srimatham Samaveda Pathasala is running
excellently well, together with other Veda classes in Kanchipuram in Yanaikkatti Street. It is
noteworthy that Sri Srouthigal, while serving as teacher in that Pathasala from 1945
onwards, had prepared hundreds of Salakshana Samaveda Vidvans. Sri Srouthigal had
been unrelenting in practice of Vedic rituals and good conduct. He had interest in Mantra
Sastra also. There is no doubt that it will be meritorious for us to always remember with
gratitude the Guru who has taught us the Veda.

When Prativadi Bhayankaram Sri Annangarachariar of Kanchipuram took ill, he
approached Sri Srouthigal, who advised him to arrange for complete Samaveda Samhita
Parayanam and listen to it and added that he would get well soon by God’s grace. Sri
Annangarachariar accepted his advice and asked him to do the Parayanam himself and,
listening to it, he completely got well. This incident is being mentioned with pride in his
disciple circles. Sri Srouthigal attained the Acharya’s Holy Feet in 1985. Even today his

disciples have been engaged in teaching Samaveda to their students.

2. Svargiya Brahmasri R. Dharmaraja Srouthigal alias R. Venkatarama Sastrigal:
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There cannot be any Veda Vidvan who has not heard about Brahmasri R. Dharmaraja
Srouthigal of Bharadvaja Gothram.The forefathers of Sri Srouthigal have been teachers of
Samaveda for seven continuous generations in Sri Raja Veda Kavya Pathasala in
Kumbakonam. This Pathasala was established in 1542 by Sri Nagamamba sametha
Advaita Vidyacharya Maharaja Saheb Bhagavan Sri Govinda Dikshitar in the land where he
had performed yaga. In Sri Dikshitar’s family was born Sri Chandrasekharendra Saraswati
Sri Sankaracharya Swamigal, the 68t Peethadhipathi of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham,
known as Mahaperiyaval. Brahmasri Srouthigal was the proud seventh generation teacher
from his family in that Pathasala. This great soul served as teacher of Samaveda and
subsequently the Principal of the Pathasala for a total period of 50-60 years and offered
himself for protection of Vedas. The lineage of his disciples continues to teach Samaveda
there even after his time. It is to be written in letters of gold that most of the Samaveda

Vidvans of today have been either his direct disciples or have studied under his disciples.

My father, Samavedam Svargiya Brahmasri P.Vaidyanatha Sastrigal was his disciple. My
father also studied under Brahmasri Swami Sastrigal, who lived in Tiruvaiyaru in Ammal
Agraharam and who was of the eleventh generation in the family of Sri Appayya Dikshitar.
While Sri Kanchi Mahaperiyaval was camping in Tiruvaiyaru, my father, who was then a
brahmachari, rendered Pooja service. My revered father did Samaveda Parayanam every
day in the Srimatham at Kumbakonam till his last day. He did Samaveda Parayanam in
Utsavas in many sacred centres along with his Sambandhi, Umaiyalpuram Svargiya

Samavedam Krishnamurthy Dikshitar.

My revered father and Svargiya Mathusri Narayani Ammal took me to Sri Dharmaraja
Srouthigal for studying Samaveda and requested him to take me under his tutelage. Sri
Dharmaraja Srouthigal taught me Samaveda right till Ashtabraahmanam, except for some

parts of Uha Rahasyam.
Sri Srouthigal practised rules of conduct of Sastras; he was a master in yoga too. He had

experienced the truths of Patanjala Yoga Sutram. He used to perform Yogasanas every

day without fail.
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Sri Srouthigal had the habit of collecting and preserving ancient palm leaf texts. Even
before they were printed, rare Samatantram, Riktantram, Ashtabraahmanas etc. were
written by him in neat handwriting with large letters in Grantha script with special Ayurvedic
pencil. Many Vidvans take copies of them even now for use; such is the clarity of his

writing. His family is preserving those manuscripts carefully even today.

Many are the Vidvans who used to approach him for clarification of doubts. In 1974, while
studying in the Kumbakonam college, | used to go to Sri Raja Veda Kavya Pathasala in the
evenings for Vedic study. At that time | used to see Sri Srouthigal and Svargiya Samaveda
Vidvan Marudur Santhana Srouthigal doing research with palm leaf records. | still see
clearly with the eyes of my mind the scene of Svargiya Marudur Santhana Srouthigal
carrying on his head books and palm leaf documents and walking 10-15 km to the

Pathasala. How they have worked for protection of Vedas! It is astounding to think.

Brahmasri Srouthigal performed Gayatri Japa a thousand times every day. He used to take
bath in the nearby Kaveri river during Brahma muhurtham as laid down in Sastras. He
would stay in the Pathasala whole day and look after the students.

He used to buy Homeopathic medicine out of the monthly stipend of Rs.30/- given to us by
Veda Dharmasastra Paripalana Sabha for our Vedic study and distribute the medicine
among sick students of the Pathasala.

Sri Madhyarjunan, son of Samavedi Svargiya Sri Ekanatha lyer, who was the Secretary of
the Veda Dharmasastra Paripalana Sabha, Ramiji alias Ramachandran, the second son of
Sri Srouthigal and myself had our Samavedic education together. Sri Mahalinga Srouthigal,
the eldest son of Sri Srouthigal is imparting education to disciples as the eigth generation

teacher of his family.

Mamahopadhyaya Brahmasri Raju Sastrigal, known as Padavakya Pramana Paravara
Mannargudi Sri Thyagarajadhvari, of the lineage of Adaiyapalam Srimad Appayya
Dikshitar, has expressed salutation to Brahmasri Venkatarama Sastrigal, grandfather of
Brahmasri Dharmaraja Srouthigal. Mannargudi Brahmasri Raju Sastrigal had studied

Samaveda upto Lakshanam and mastered many deep Samaveda texts including
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commentaries. The verse of salutation iﬂﬁﬂw appears in his book ‘Sama Svara

Vimarsam’.

ST eheh T - TR IR
ARSI TEcag ATEAATRIRIITEnYar fagq |
FHGSH-AMETat: Aidigaereaay
GeTleay ScaUEd Hadl ANTIERTSEad ||

Similarly Mamahopadhyaya Tiruvisanallur Brahmasri Ramasubba Sastrigal, the great

Samaveda Vidvan, in his book ‘Samaveda Svaramatradi Tatvavilasa’, has written a verse

of salutation to Brahmasri Venkatarama Sastrigal.

FHgSCUI AT Samagra:
HETH F: Ied: JUa-aRedaTied Farsad |

TIST ALHURITEERIAGE g e
AT WEIGLOT 9l =d: SHmmeaHr ||

These salutations have been offered about 150 years ago to the grandfather of Sri

Srouthigal. It was Svargiya Vedasamrakshakaratham Brahmasri V.R.Lakshmikantha
Sarma who celebrated in a grand scale the Sathabhishekam of Sri Srouthigal in Sri Raja
Veda Pathasala itself. It was he alone who made the Samaveda world realise the
contribution of Sri Srouthigal. In the felicitation function of Sathabhishekam, Sri Sri Sri
Jayendra Saraswathi Swamigal, the 69™ Peethadhipathi of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham,
who came for blessing him, praised him and honoured him with the lofty title of ‘Samaveda
Ratnam’ and a shawl. This is still green in my memory. | was then the Vice-Principal of the
Pathasala.

Sri Srouthigal published around the year 1930 the books in Granthakshara, on Samaveda
Upakarma Sraadha Prayogam, Khadira Grihyasutrsam, Samaveda Mantra Ratnakaram
etc. Later | came to know that he proof read in his advanced age the books on Samaveda
Ashtabraahmanam and Samaveda Sambhita Parts | and Il in an attempt to publish them. |
also had the good fortune of serving him till his end.

Sri Srouthigal had bhakti with total surrender towards Sri Kanchi Kamakoti

Peethadhiswaras. He had in his mind Nerur Sri Sadasiva Brahmendra as his Guru.
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It is noteworthy that he researched Samaveda Lakshana texts, purged the deficiencies in
Riks and Tanas and published Table with pure Lakshanas. He was master in Sroutha

karmas (yagas).

. Mayavaram Dharmagna Svargiya Ramanatha Srouthigal

Brahmasri Ramanatha Srouthigal undertook great pains and published many books on
Samaveda through ‘Sruti Smriti Itihasa Purana samiti’ of Chennai. He practised injunctions
of Sastras.

He was the recipient of the title of Dharmagna and a shawl from Sri Kanchi Kamakoti
Peetham Sri Acharyal. He adorned Veda Dharma Sastra Sabha, Advaita Sabha, Veda
Bhashya sabha etc. by serving as Sabha Panditha and examiner.

His immense service to Samaveda is that he collected many palm leaf scripts, consulted
many Vidvanas and published the book ‘Samaveda Sarvasvam’. In 1976 and 77 | have
moved with him closely at Kumbakonam during the sessions of Veda Dharma Sastra
Sabha. He was simple and generated enthusiasm in listener by removing doubts then and
there.

He received the high national Rashtrapathi Award.

He was in frequent personal contact with Kumbakonam Svargiya Brahmasri Dharmaraja
Srouthigal and worked on many subtle aspects and doubts in Samaveda Lakshana.

He is still hailed by Samaveda students for his service of printing and publishing many

books. His sons have studied Samaveda under him.

. Svargiya Brahmasri Sankaranarayana Srouthigal

| was in touch with Brahmasri Sankaranarayana Srouthigal from 1980 onwards in Sri
Vidyaranya Peetham in Hampi-Hospet in Karnataka. When | served there as per the
instructions of Sri Kanchi Acharyal, | studied Veda Bhashya under him. | participated in all
scholarly activities including classes on Samaveda Bhashya and Ashtabraahmana and
Samhitakakshi. | also looked after administrative work connected with the Peetham
Pathasala. In 1975 when Veda Bhavanam was inaugurated in Kolkata, he went there on
instructions of Sri Kanchi Acharyal and taught Kothuma Sakha to students. The Pathasala

is still running there.
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He had good command of Hindi language. He was a great master of Samaveda Bhashya
and Lakshana texts. With his sweet voice his Samaganam was very pleasing.

That he published Samaveda Prakriti and Arana Ganas in Nagari script in 1975 through
Shashtiabdapoorthi Trust was a great help. Those who were not familiar with Grantha script
studied Veda using these books in Nagari script.

He was very devoted to Svargiya Brahmasri Dharmaraja Srouthigal. His brother was also a
teacher in Samaveda Pathasala in Tiruvanaikkoil. He was a great soul, who carried out

tasks as instructed by Sri Acharyal without bothering about mundane aspects.

. Svargiya Pattu Srouthigal alias Brahmasri Subramania Srouthigal

Brahmasri Pattu Srouthigal had studied Samaveda thoroughly. On the instructions of Sri
Kanchi Acharyal he served as teacher of Samaveda in Samaveda Pathasala and also in
Prayoga Pathasala in Tiruvidaimarudur (Madhyarjunam) in Srimatham.

He was expert in Prayogas with Aapasthamba and Draahyaayana Sutras. He taught to
more than 50 students Yajurveda and Samaveda Prayogas. He enthused students by
adopting novel methods of teaching Prayogas. Many of his students studied entire
Samaveda under him. It is noteworthy that for more than 25 years he served the cause of
education of Samaveda in Tiruvidaimarudur on instructions of Sri Kanchi Acharyal. | have
been in close contact with him also (in my Purvasramam).

He used to enthuse those who have not done Vedic study into Vedic path by explaining the
greatness of Vedic study and necessity of learning Prayoga. He practised the injunctions of

Sastras.

It is necessary to apprise our disciples of our Veda Guru Parampara by writing detailed
books and that alone shows our gratefulness to the Gurus. Our Veda Vidya Guru
Parampara has come down uninterruptedly from time immemorial.

As | have moved directly in my Purvasrama with the above mentioned great souls, | have
put down their preeminence to some extent as a mark of gratefulness.

| have observed in Kumbakonam many Sastra and Veda Vidvans bathing in Kaveri in
Brahma muhurtha chanting Aghamarshana Suktas and coming back with waterpot in
raised hand majestically and observing all rules of purity. They used to bring pure clothes

for change in a pure cover (madisaniji).
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When will those times return!

We must admire the fact that they followed all Vedic injunctions strictly and taught Veda to
many disciples and placed a lineage of Vedic students on firm footing. Whatever may be
the change in times, there is no doubt that with the blessings of Sri Kanchi Acharyal, this

Veda Guru-Sishya Parampara will grow from strength to strength.
|| 9ET: 99 J: IROT JUAT: ||
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15. INDEPENDENT SAMAVEDA RIKS

There are a total of 1875 Riks in Kouthuma Sakha in Samaveda. Most of them are in Rigveda too.

There are 99 Riks, which occur independently in Samaveda only; they are not there in Rigveda.

Their list is given below.

A T TR

. QST AT

10. SHEHATENTY
11. 9819 5T
12. 3T 35 Had
13. 3 @ 3¢ @M
14. HhgIaad g

15. Fe3adfs:

16. T598] I

17. IgTheraHiE g

18. 39 3¢ HeId
19. Jfcrg AT gy
20, CASHICTTT:

21. F3: HIEl

22. RIS

1
2
3
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5. §d UdIGRa
6
7
8
9

Rik No
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63
82
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93
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212
224
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209
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23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
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44.
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46.
47.
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336
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369
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588
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49
50
51

52.
53.

54
55
56
S7
58

59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

69.
70.
71.
72.

73
74

. TiE=TenaT:
11O | RAAR G IR
BN RE]]
IS CE
ERRE|

. A=am

. ldmgean

. FEEIUIE
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75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
o1.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
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1503
1504
1654
1655
1656
1808
1809
1710
1869
1825
1828
1829
1830
1831
1832
1833
1843
1844
1845
1860
1864
1865
1869
1871
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16.BRAHMAGNANI'S SAMAGANA IN TAITRIYOPANISHAD

. 3AA:
TdcHTH TS |
7153 7sq TSIl
GREERERERERER
STEHATEIISEHATE: |

38 STIhNG, *BIhhG “HIhHd,
STEAE JUHST R |

Ud QAR ST T TS |

I 47 eeifd ¥ 3ed |1 3 SSAT: |
eI a1 |

318 fog yammeavam |

gaul St | ¥ T oG |
Segufa 118

Sri Adisankara Bhagavadpadacharya has written in his commentary:

UqcHT TRETRE | 9cdTesald 9
FAM-IEY TS JeTcHhed
TTdia Fareled TEEEd fasfd ||

Sri Suresvaracharya says in his Vartikam:

G TCHCATIGHTg3 [T IY=TCHTST ;|
TAcsal OH A MR Fharedd: ||

Brahmagnani chants Samaganam and feels he has achieved the ultimate state.

Sri Adisankara Bhagavadpadacharya in Bhajagovindam says:

I F0 Wd o Aefd Tefd Tecg

Brahmagnani is immersed in Bliss.
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ol g @ 9 ¥ A &
PEEEICHEICHERIEY
T A 9 9 Fad ||

Great men say that Brahmagnanai’s bliss is equal to Samagana bliss; his singing is Samagana
only.
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17. SAMAVIDHANAM IN AGNIPURANAM

AR,
TS SR GRIAqHI ST
HfaEE |
ISR AT
Ffedugidasy wmt faumem | dfgdl owre] Seear gea STd. HeashmyT ||
Tfedl Steedl Are ecan fomfa w80y |

ThI=al U= Ffgal 9 Secal Vg S\ ed ||

R&L AWM: EEIERIEE

Iqd I, AR TGN | Saehivll Jeod 9 tfufeqdfd o SO 11311
HeduTuel 39 uiareT 9 9 | Afaskd o fashia Suggaedia = 1%
M ¢ Gfodzidrg:E AR, | SR F=I01 gd TH F A0ee 1Y 1]
AT AN HEATEY $A | JOT ATET G THIOT Tt e 10
HIU e AT FEETaeT-y, | 9 TSTHHG Snaesg=ad 1ol |
FUEATH TSIH] AT G4sl 990 | 378 ol JrRIdoidagyedl [o9: ggem: | 1¢ ||
AT RATISGEST ATl WY | SEdHdeh 3id godisd Teagg IR
PRl <ot Rk ToarrT | e S S A A AR 120!l
J1Y gasasTeea HAwl favg=ad | Afesr g w@fd g0 SvraEgT. g2l
T 7 o a9 oo feaq | SmEgH T A SRt fa=men (1311
Sfersfar ot =1 e dreragAg | aR R R 3 sl s weme Rerm 1311
T T TH AT Al =R | WU=R aHeed saldeaddg ] 12% ]|
TeRIgeeh Hed Fareul gavdd, | SaHgieH Soel Haesidateeadl 11241
ged] Tmateteed] PETHEIE | 7R At a=isa Swe: sifeagt: 12811
SRR el ToaT: T2 1 | TTSeh SoaH: HedH ST |18 |
TR A1 e T TieRafga: | TR e A T §6: T8 1) 11%¢ 1|
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YR JIR0 9 STEg WSS | H g fafteq wet wwn s 01 gk
Tl SR T gea ok | 31 T eEiad aveshrEEtad 11 1R
T SHEEE-] §d a8 SYcH | SEcavdqeyH F2aig 94: TUsaas guHlINRe ||
TChIITITEYd TUHYETRae | e fUmerei quidehed 91l 1IRRI|
SR & SR AT HAUMHA FAoid | Shedl GNUdAThE, shigH Jgard: 1133 11
UAd heal J9: HH U SEATIAN | TeS IS 1-adggd! 1% |
e qTISIIET: ShierdT: |3 fomT |
SATCHETYU! AR AW 1 ThySIieeh fgeaaaiseam:

Om Tat sat
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