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Message from Acharya Swamigal to NRI devotees 

Shruti Smriti PuranǕnǕm ǔlayam KarunǕlayam  

Namaami BhagavadpǕda Shankaram Loka Shankaram 

SadǕshiva SamǕrambhǕm ShankarǕchǕrya MadhyamǕm  

Asmad ǔcharya Paryantam Vande GuruparamparǕm 

 

Message of Blessings 

 

In our country, quest for knowledge has been a very important aspect in the lives of people. The knowledge 

system here shaped the pupils in the right manner through Gurukulams and this produced a disciplined, self-

reliant, responsible, forward looking, progressive community which ensured long term good for the entire 

society.  

 

Knowledge has generally been expressed symbolically as Light. In fact, the word GURU denotes removal of 

darkness by shedding light. Words such as Prakash, Bha, Deepti etc. denote light. Rising of Sun rays etc. have 

also been used to denote advent of knowledge. Several books and commentaries have names based on such 

words ï Kavya Prakasha, Siddhanta Kaumudi, Bhamati, Deepika etc.  Paramatma is described as Swaprakasha 

as meaning self-emanating effulgence.  

 

Our entire ancient sacred texts given by Maharishis & Guru Parampara are always full of light bringing our 

life out of darkness of ignorance and showing the path of knowledge. The way they lived their lives is also 

another major guide to us and surpasses superficial understanding. We have to be ever grateful to all our sages 

and Punya Purushas but for whom we would not even have access to such a great civilization. 

 

Deepawali is an occasion which denotes removal of darkness and spreading light. It is celebrated by one & all 

with happiness. Dhanvantri Jayanti falls on Trayodashi - a day before Diwali signifying blessings for health.  

On this auspicious Diwali, with prayers to Sri Maha Tripura Sundari Sametha Sri Chandramouleeshwara, 

blessings are conveyed to all devotees for a life filled with health, peace and knowledge. 

 

ŅŶŚūŏŶŗūŉŰĶʺūņƈŏŜŏȐūŉĽƁ ŅŏƂί ŉūŘŐū˂ūɍŎūŗΉņź ȐūŉŇůŋŶŉ Ŏū̠Ņūίί 

Out of compassion, I, who dwell within their hearts, destroy the darkness born of ignorance, with the 

luminous lamp of knowledge. Bhagavadgita 

 

             Hara Hara Shankara Jaya Jaya  Shankara 

 

 

 

 



NRI Newsletter from Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. Date 24-Oct-2022                                         Page 3 of 32 
 

Editorial :   

We are happy to share this Deepavali edition. It has been a quite a learning curve for the editorial team here in 

India. We are very much awed by the dedication of oversees devotees seen by the various events performed 

by them in their respective places. The news coverage of such events when seen in a collective print is a sense 

of immense encouragement.  

In this edition, the newsletter has started a column in the name of Devoteesô Experience to encourage devotees 

to share their experiences with our holy Kanchi Math. We urge devotees to share more such experiences which 

will help other devotees to appreciate and understand about Srimatam & Acharyas.   

One more important feature has been a special Srimukham given by His Holiness to devotees including those 

in overseas to conduct Skanda Shashti Utsav in their places. This event assumes special significance spiritually 

and also for the community. It will be a great opportunity for our young ones and youth to congregate on the 

holy occasion. Skanda is Deva Senapathi and carries Shakti Ayudha blessed by mother Parvathi. Observing 

the occasion will bless us Shraddha, Bhakti & courage for doing right things. It is also a significant opportunity 

for parents to interact and get to know each other in the community. We wish all the best to the organisers 

across countries and organizations who are involved in this endeavor. More such events are required to 

strengthen the resolve of the community. 

Acharya Swamigal has been very much concerned about the younger generation of the community especially 

in upholding our ancient value system and in the field of religion & culture. óWhat was protected and passed 

on to us by our ancestors, even during distress & challenging times, needs to be wholly protected & nurtured 

when we are in good timesô has been Acharyaôs benign assertion. While economic development has brought 

in a great deal of progress in the community, we need to be aware of our Parampara, its values and 

responsibility.  Such occasions help us in this direction. 

We wish a very Happy Deepavali to all the readers, devotees and content contributors and place our humble 

Pranaams once again at the lotus feet of our Acharyas. 

Kashi Kshetram & Ganga Snanam 

One of our editorial team members is at banks of Ganga at Kashi giving us the opportunity to bring glimpse of 

Ganga & Kashi kshetram to the devotees 

The are three significant items when it comes to Kashi kshetram: Ganga Snanam, Shambu poojanam & 

Satsangam. 

Ganga Snanam ï The observance of Ganga snan holds special relevance. The Ganges River is most sacred in 

our tradition.  It is understood as the personification of the 

Goddess Ganga.  

The belief holds that bathing in the river on certain 

occasions causes the forgiveness of transgressions and 

helps attain salvation. Scriptures suggest that taking a dip 

in the holy waters will offer salvation of sins and 

purification of the soul. In fact, the religious texts of 

Hinduism widely suggest that one should get a salvation 

by bathing in River Ganges to purify all sins accumulated 

in current or previous births. 

Taking a dip or bathing in the holy waters of Ganges is one of the major things to do in Varanasi. The riverôs 

personification is Ganga, the elder sister of Goddess Parvati, wife of Lord Shiva. 

It is said that Ganga came to earth for giving salvation to 60000 ancestors. She came to earth as human, but 

her falling force is said to be so enormous that Lord Shiva had to hold her in his matted hair and he was the 

one who ultimately released her in the form of river. 
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The river, associated to Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh is therefore revered by Hindus. Varanasi has 84 Ghats 

and their steps lead to the River Ganges 

Many people believe that this will come from bathing in Ganga at any time.  Oneôs life is incomplete without 

bathing in the Ganga at least once in their lifetime. People carry sacred water from the Ganges that is sealed in 

copper pots after making the pilgrimage to Kashi.  It is believed that drinking water from the Ganga with one's 

last breath will take the soul to heaven. The ancient scriptures mention that the water of Ganges carries the 

blessings of Lord Vishnu's feet; hence Mother Ganges is also known as Vishnupadi, which means "Emanating 

from the Lotus feet of Supreme Lord Sri Vishnu." 

 

Ganga aarti - The aarti is carried out facing the river. The 

lamps are lit and circled around by the pandits (Hindu 

priests) in a clockwise manner, accompanied by changing 

or songs in praise of Mother Ganga. The idea is that the 

lamps acquire the power of the deity. After the ritual is 

complete, devotees will cup their hands over the flame 

and raise their palms to their forehead in order to get the 

goddess's purification and blessing. 

 

 

 

 

Shambu poojanam ï This literally means doing pooja to Lord Shiva. Kashi Vishwanath Temple is one of the 

most famous temple in Varanasi, also known as the Golden temple dedicated to the Lord Shiva. It was 

constructed in the year 1780 by the Maratha monarch, Maharani Ahilyabai Holkar of the Indore. There are 

several ways to carry this:  

Mangla aarti, this is first aarti in the morning. The Scriptures talk of the "Brahma muhurta" hour. It means one 

hour and a half before the sun comes up. This time is very auspicious because the sun is pushing all of the 

energies of the Earth from a sleeping stage to an awakened stage. Similarly it is pushing the mind, the 

intelligence, and the bodies of all the living entities from a sleeping stage to a higher stage of awakening 

Rudrabhishek, the essence of this puja is the holy chant of Sri Rudram from the Yajur Veda and giving a holy 

bath to Shivling with many materials including Panchamrit or fruit salad soaked in honey 
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Shankar Mutt at Kashi is located at B 4/7, Hanuman Ghat, Varanasi ï 221001. This is literally minutes away 

from Hanuman Ghat. TriDevi Darshan is arranged wherein the devotees can have darshan of the deities of Sri 

Kanchi Kamakshi, Sri Madurai Meenakshi and Sri Kasi Visalakshi at the Matam. Considering danteras, 

celebrations are being carried out with great frevour and devotion.  

 

There is a beautiful Kamakshi Amman temple close to the Shankar Mutt.  

 

 

For bookings and enquiries, please contact kanchimuttvaranasi@gmail.com 

  

 

 

 

kanchimuttvaranasi@gmail.com
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Brahmana Sabha Pancha Dravida (BSPD) 

Brahmins who live to the south of Vindhya mountains are called Pancha-Dravida Brahmins and they speak 

Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Marathi, Gujarati and Malayalam. BSPD is an organization for and of 

Panchadravida Brahmins across the globe formed to promote, preserve and pass onto prosterity, the 

traditional values and cultural identity of the community. 

Jataka Parivartana 

Parents of Brahmin boys and girls for whom alliance is being sought are welcome to register with BSPD by 

clicking on the below link or contacting us.  

https://forms.gle/CnnUZXNfMtudwgZW9 

Contact details: +91 7358 399425, +91 9940 236425 or email at brahmanasabha.org@gmail.com 

www.brahmanasabha.org 

 

 

 

 

This issue covers the Holy Camp from 12th Sep 2022 by HIS HOLINESS PUJYASRI SANKARA VIJAYENDRA 

SARASWATI SANKARAACHARYA SWAMIGAL : 

Period Camp Location 

16-Sep-2022 till 11-Oct-2022 Srimatam camp is at Peddapuram (near Samalkot). 

12-Oct-2022 till 16-Oct-2022 Pithapur, Andha Pradesh 

17-Oct-2022 till 19-Oct-2022 Mandapeta, Andha Pradesh 

20-Oct-2022 till 27-Oct-2022 Syamalanagar, Rajahmundry, Andha Pradesh 

28-Oct-2022 till 10-Nov-2022 Mukkamala, Andha Pradesh 

 

Devotees are encouraged to share spiritual/religious events in their respective cities which can be included in the 

subsequent edition. You are invited to get in touch with any one of the devotees comprising the editorial team of 

this issue of the Newsletter. 

To make the future NRI Newsletters more informative and useful, we welcome your 

feedback.  

Kanikkai samarpanam can be performed through e-seva portal www.kanchimuttseva.org. 

or by scanning the QR code.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/CnnUZXNfMtudwgZW9
mailto:brahmanasabha.org@gmail.com
www.brahmanasabha.org
http://www.kanchimuttseva.org/
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MAHABHARATA - YAKSHA PRASHNA SERIES  

The episode known as Yaksha Prashna in Mahabharata relates to the 
exchange of questions and answers between Yama in the guise of a 

Yaksha who poses 126 questions to Yudhishthira who gives the most 

fitting answers to those questions.  
 

We encourage the younger generation (10 or above till 25 or so) to 

write about your favourite Yakshaôs questions with Yudhishthiraôs 

answers from the great epic of Mahabharata in simple English (with 
a rationale on why it is their favourite question) which can be 

published in this section. You can submit your entries to 

nrikanchinews@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

 

Yakshaôs questions Yudhishthiraôs response 

O King! What makes a man Brahmin ï 
birth, occupation, study, or learning? 

 

Tell me with conviction 

O Yaksha! Not birth, nor study nor learning is the cause  
of Brahmanahood.  Doubtlessly, it is determined by his conduct  

 

A man's conduct should always be well-guarded, especially by a 
Brahmin. He who maintains his conduct flawlessly is a man of 

stainless demeanor.  

 
Teachers and pupils ï in fact, all who study the scriptures, if 

addicted to wicked habits, are to be regarded as illiterate 

wretches. Learned is the man who performs his religious duties. 

 
Even a person of unfair conduct who has studied the four Vedas 

is regarded as a wicked person. He is no better than a Shudra. A 

Brahmin is one who performs agnihotra sacrifice and has his 
senses under control. 

 

What does a person who speaks agreeably 

gain? 
 

What does a prudent man gain? 

 
What does a man who has many friends 

gain? 

 

What does a virtuous man gain? 
 

A person who speaks agreeably is loved by all. 

 
 

A prudent man gains much more by his action. 

 
A man with many friends lives happily. 

 

 

A virtuous man attains a happy state in the next world. 

Who is truly happy? 

 
 

 

What is the surprise? 

 
 

 

What is the right path? 
 

 

O amphibious creature! Happy is the man who lives on  

vegetables cooked in his own house, owes no debt to anybody 
and who does not live in a foreign land.  

 

Day after day countless creatures are going to the abode of Yama, 

yet those that remain behind believe themselves to be immortal.  
What can be more surprising than this? 

 

Argument leads to no certain conclusion. There is not even 
one sage whose opinion is accepted by all; the truth about 

religion and duty is hid in caves; therefore, that alone is the path 

along which the great have walked.  

nrikanchinews@gmail.com
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Message of Acharya Swamigal in memory of Videhabrahmalina Anantashrivibhushita Shri 

Swarupananada Saraswathi Shankaracharya Swamipada 

 

https://kamakoti.org/kamakoti/news/2022/message-in-90773-20220913.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jagadguru Shankaracharya Swami Swaroopananda Swamiji shared a close bond with Adi Shankara 

Bhagavathpada Paramparaagatha Moolaamnaaya Sarvajna Peetam Shri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam. 

The Braahmibhutha Acharya was graciously present at the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam in the year 1993, for 

Jagadguru Chandrashekharendra Saraswati Shankaracharya Swami's Kanakabhishekam.  

The Acharya, along with the Jagadguru Shankaracharya Swami 

Nischalananda Saraswati of Puri Govardhana Matam and Jagadguru 

Jayendra Saraswati Shankaracharya Swami of the Kanchi Kamakoti 

Peetam, held meetings and concluded the year of birth of Adi Shankara 

Bhagavathpada to be 509BC.  

Swami Swaroopananda Saraswati had worked very closely with the 

Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam for the Rama Janmabhoomi movement and 

several other Dharmic activities.  

Earlier this year, when the Acharya was recuperating in a hospital in 

Bangalore, Acharya Swamigal, the 70th Peetadhipathi of the Kanchi 

Kamakoti Peetam, visited the Acharya in the hospital and offered the 

prasadams of Sri Mahatripurasundari Sametha Sri 

Chandramouleeshwara Swami, and that of Sri Kanchi Kamakshi 

Ambal. 

On 12th 

September 2022, upon the Ajna of Acharya Swamigal 

and on behalf of the Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, 

V.S.Subrahmanyam (Maniji), the manager of the 

Varanasi branch of Sri Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam 

participated throughout the entire proceedings of the 

Mahasamadhi of the Acharya, at the Paramahamsi Ganga 

Ashram, Madhyapradesh.  

 

https://kamakoti.org/kamakoti/news/2022/message-in-90773-20220913.html
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Sri Kamakoti Vani - Newsletter in Telugu 

September 2022 edition now available at  

https://www.kamakoti.org/telugu/newsletter/kamakoti-vani-telugu-newsletter.html 

 

Navaratri at Peddapuram 

Acharya Swamigal performed Sharan Navaratri at Peddapuram this year. Elaborate arrangements were in place 

for conducting Srimatam Pujas including Yagashala Pujas. Go Puja, Kanya Puja, Suvasini Puja, Vatu Puja, 

Rigveda Samhita Havan, Sri Vidya Havans, Chandi Parayanam & Havan, Devi Mahatmyam and Lalitopakhya 

Parayanams were held. Daily Nadasamarpanam concerts were held. Devotees in large numbers participated and 

Annadanam was performed for local people. Morning Pujas were from 9 AM to 4 PM and evening Pujas from 8 

PM to 12:30 PM. On Mahanavami day Ayudha Puja was held.  

Vijayadashami  

In benign presence of Acharya Swamigal Sri Shankara Sthapathy S/O Late Sri SM Ganapathy Sthapaty was 

felicitated with Swarna Kankanam commending his services in traditional temple building & renovation. 

Recently he had also volunteered in Udayambakkam temple renovation by contributing granite stones. 

After Pujas,Vedarambham was performed with chanting of all Vedas and Vedangams. It was followed with 

Kalashabhishekam to His Holiness and Prasadams were given to devotees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.kamakoti.org/telugu/newsletter/kamakoti-vani-telugu-newsletter.html
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Veda sabha held with blessings and presence of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamiji at Pithapuram (16-

Oct-2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Acharya Swamigal was received with traditional poornakumbham at the Sri Durga ammavaru temple at 

Mandapeta on (16-Oct-2022) 
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Acharya Swamigal visited Sri Kannika Parameshwari Devasthanam at Mandapeta on (17-Oct-2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acharya Swamigal visited Sri Agastheeswara Swami and Sri Venkateswara Swami Devasthanam on       

(17-Oct-2022) at Mandapeta 
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Acharya Swamigal visited Sri Sitarama - Anjaneya Swami Devasthanam on (18-Oct 2022) at Mandapeta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After trikala pujas at Mandapeta, yatra proceeded to 

Rajahmundry this evening. Acharya Swamigal was 

received with traditional poornakumbham and taken 

in a procession to the place of camp (19-Oct-2022) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acharya Swamigal visited 

Shivalyam and Sri Kanchi 

Matam Veda Patashala  at 

Olapalli village (19-Oct-2022) 
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Message of blessings from Acharya Swamigal for Skanda Shasthi  
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Deepavali - Anugraha Bhashanam of Pujyashri Shankaracharya Swamigal (24-Oct-2022) 
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Sthala Puranas - Discourse series  

Sri Brihadiswara Mahatmyam                       Sri Amravana Kshetra Mahatmyam 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

       Sri Halasya Mahatmyam Part 1                                     Sri Halasya Mahatmyam Part 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Kashmir Series  

   Revival of Sharada Lipi    Adi Shankaracharya--From Kalady to Kashmir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historical and Cultural dimensions of Kashmiri Pandit Exodus in 1989-90 (Parts 1 & 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/gu5xoJP6EQ0?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/MvFYQr5_wGg?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/Q6EabYerrh0?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/LirC-Up9yHE?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/KSZtuBvYpUI?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/6F36msGuXtE?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/g0GKkK94exw?feature=oembed
https://www.youtube.com/embed/xGR7Lc6mTew?feature=oembed
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Devoteeôs experience ï contributed by Sri. K. Guruvayurappan  

2022 is the 30th year Anniversary year of THREE important things that happened in our Lifetime with the THREE 

Perivaas during our Motherland Trip in Nov/Dec 1992.  

Our Daughter did Swarna Vilvams Samarpanam to HH Sri Maha Perivaaôs Lotus Feet when HH Sri Bala Perivaa 

was doing Swarna Vilva Kanakabishekam to HH Sri Maha Perivaa on an Auspicious First Day of Danur Masam 

of 1992. 

HH Sri Pudhu Perivaa  connected us to Sri V. Subramanian of California by giving us a black and white photo 

copy of Sankara Vakyam ï a Newsletter that was brought out by him through Kanchi Kamakoti Center of 

California (KKCC).  Kanchi Kamakoti Seva Foundation (KKSF) was operating from the East Coast and both the 

organizations were formed in 1990 with the Blessings of Their Holiness. 

HH Sri Maha Perivaa Blessed us with His Holy Padukas during this Trip in December 1992 before we left for the 

Homeland USA, which changed our Life Forever to be connected with Sri Matam as NRI devotee by getting 

involved with Sri Matam and its devotees in the USA. 

 

HH Sri Maha Perivaa Blessed us as early as in late 80ôs 

by making us to put the Pillayar Suzhi for us to get 

involved in the present day Noble Causes supported by 

KKSF for Sri Matam. As a jump start to this, we were 

involved with various states thru KKSF and KKCC in 

coordinating for Video Conferences with Their 

Holiness as early as 1999 even before Y2K made 

technological advancements across the world.  Above 

all, the Sankara Vakyam Newsletter that HH gave first 

made us get involved with Sri Matam Volunteers and 

Staff in India and with volunteers involved with Sri 

Matam activities in the USA to give coverage of the 

events across the world.   It is amazing to see how the 

initiative by Two Perivaas has now grown into the 

famous digital Kanchi Matam NRI Newsletter 

circulated around the world.  Our experiences are still 

fresh when we go through on seeing the photos of how HH Sri Bala Perivaa would go through each issue very 

minutely and support our endeavours.  

  

The Nostalgic Memory of participating in 32nd Jayanthi of HH Sri Bala Perivaa at Prayagraj (now called) is one 

of the best experiences that we have had with Their 

Holiness on every trip to India.  The Day after HH Jayanthi 

was Sri Maha Sivarathri.  On that Auspicious day we all 

had our morning Anushtanam at Prayagraj, afternoon 

Anushtanam at Varanasi and evening Anushtanam at 

Kanchi!  After KKCC voluntarily closed down its 

activities, all the issues of hard originals of Sankara 

Vakyam that were published have been sent to Enathur 

University Museum with electronically saving the copies 

for future reference, as Ordained by HH Sri Perivaa Sri 

Sankara Vijayendra Saraswathi Swamigal.  HH knows the 

hard work behind bringing these hard copies of Newsletter 

with so many challenges and probably thought that it should be known to the future generations.    
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Some letters in relation to the experience  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


